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Responding	to	community	needs	
 

CRATHES, DRUMOAK & DURRIS COMMUNITY COUNCIL (CDDCC) 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

WEDNESDAY,  5th April 2017 19:30 – DURRIS HALL 
 

1. WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 
Community Councillors: David Reaich, Mark Ansell, Peter Renwick, James 
O’Flynn 
Aberdeenshire Councillors: Linda Clark, Graeme Clark, Raymond Christie, 
Peter Bellarby, Wendy Agnew (p/t) 
Police: none 
Public : Emma Windle, Sarah Easton, Joan (P&J) + one other ? 
Minute Secretary: Cameron Reid 
 
Apologies:  Mike Taylor, Marion McNeill, David Morrish 
 
It was noted that the meeting was not quorate. 

 
2. REVIEW & APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Comments from community councillors had been received through email, 
with only small edits being made to the minutes. The minutes of the February 
meeting were to be approved by email to allow their publication following the 
cancelled March meeting. 
 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
There main outstanding issue from February was approval of outstanding 
funding applications (discussed below).  

 
4. POLICE REPORT 

The police report would be shared on the Community Council’s website. Pc 
Grier was unable to attend the meeting as the police representative. Crime 
remains generally low with the exception of the travelers residing at the park 
in Drumoak, where the police have been reluctant to address community 
concerns.  
David Reaich will post the report on website.   

 
5. FINANCE 

Peter Renwick reported that the Community Council’s bank balance at end of 
January was £2,119.44, which reflected one cheque of £35 being cashed by R 
Garry. 
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Mark	Ansell	reported	that	he	have	received	a	number	of	new	applications.	
The	list	now	includes	

i. Banchory	Sports	Village	(from	February)	
ii. Crathes	Hall	Table	Tennis	Table	
iii. Crathes	Hall	Acoustic	Panels	
iv. Durris	Hall	Vacuum	Cleaner	
v. Durris	Hall	Laptop	
vi. Durris	Hall	Defibrillator	
vii. NESOLG	Training	Funding	

Crathes Community Hall requested £3,300 to fund acoustic panels, so the 
sounds problems in the hall could be addressed. The North East Scotland 
Outdoor Learning Group requested £1,358 to fund two courses, which will be 
available to all ages involved in health, education, environment, forest 
schools, rural and social work. Durris Hall requested £1,347 to purchase and 
install an external defibrillator and also requested £350 to purchase a laptop 
for the booking secretary. Kirkton hall requested £569.40 to purchase a 
vacuum cleaner. Finally Crathes Hall requested £399.99 to purchase a second 
table tennis table. This totals to £9,851.39 with the current funds available 
being approximately £13,000. 
 
Peter Renwick requested details why the defibrillator for Durris was approx. 
£500 less than the one for Drumoak.  
Peter Renwick mentioned that Crathes Hall would also like to install a 
defibrillator at some point in the future. 
Dr Emma Windle was asked to assist in these matters with Mark Ansell. 
All applications for funding had been circulated to Community Councillors in 
advance for review and approval.  The following Community Councillors 
although not present indicated their support and were asked to approve the 
applications via email: 

• Marion McNeil 
• David Moorish 
• Mike Taylor 

 
All the Community Councillors present supported all the applications, 
meaning that the applications were fully approved by CDDCC.   
Email copies of approvals will be attached to the minutes for Fred Olsen. 

 
6. ROAD SAFETY 

Mike Taylor was not present at the meeting so there were no road safety 
updates. It was noted that the 30 mph signs had been moved in Crathes and 
new warning signs had been erected at Crathes Castle bends. 

 
7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

The Community Council reviewed planning applications made in the area 
during March. There were none significant but it was noted that Stewart Milne 
were awarded a warrant to build 11 more houses at James Gregory Road in 
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Drumoak. This was apparently objected to as the houses are large and will 
overlook existing properties. They will also use the current way in/out to the 
estate which will add to traffic issues. 
 
James O’Flynn reported that the Gardens at Crathes still did not have access to 
a playground or to the Deeside way. 
 
Mark Ansell noted local frustration about more planning applications for 
Woodlands of Durris despite the slow progress being made at the Kirkwood 
homes building site. 
 
Peter Renwick reported that CDDCC did not comment before the deadline on 
Aberdeenshire Council’s review of the Scheme of Establishment for 
community councils. He reported that CDDCC’s email inbox had received 
copies of fairly vociferous objections by other CC’s. 
 
Peter Renwick also reported that he had submitted a response to the 
consultation by the Scottish Government on planning. James O’Flynn helped 
review the document and supported the comments made. This was followed 
by a brief discussion on the merits of the review. Whilst CDDCC felt it was 
positive in that community councils would get more powers and say-so in 
their matters, several Councillors advised that they saw the removal of 
strategic decision making from their power as negative. 
 

 
8. ROAD SAFETY 

Mike Taylor was not present at the meeting so there were no road safety 
updates. It was noted that the 30 mph signs had been moved in Crathes and 
new warning signs had been erected at Crathes Castle bends. 
 

 
9. AOCB 

(i) Travellers	Encampment	at	Drumoak	Glebe	
This	was	reported	in	early	March	and	has	resulted	in	a	lot	of	
dialogue	and	media	interest.		
It	was	clarified	prior	to	the	meeting	that	the	land	known	as	the	
Glebe	is	owned	by	the	Church	of	Scotland	but	is	leased	to	
Aberdeenshire	Council	whose	responsibility	it	is	to	maintain	it	and	
ensure	it	is	used	for	its	intended	purpose.	The	CC	was	reminded	
that	last	year	after	a	similar	incident,	Aberdeenshire	Council	
agreed	to	install	height	restrictions.	Councillor	Wendy	Agnew	had	
visited	the	site	and	was	displeased	with	the	mess	being	left	by	the	
travellers.	Several	Councillors	commented	on	the	options	of	other	
sites	(some	dedicated)	available	to	travellers	and	the	difficulty	of	
policing	incidents	involving	these	groups.		A	common	theme	was	
raised,	was	to	encourage	the	public		not	to	engage	travellers	in	
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casual	work	–	which	often	is	of	poor	standard,	over	priced	and	not	
done	with	due	care	and	attention.	

(ii) Driving	behaviours	around	James	Gregory	Road	/	Drumoak	
Primary	School	
There	continue	to	be	complaints	about	speeding	(often	by	parents	
of	school	children)	around	the	roads	by	the	Primary	School.		
Action	David	Reaich	to	follow	up	with	the	authorities	to	get	the	
right	road	signage	installed.	

(iii) Forthcoming	meeting	dates	
These	were	agreed	prior	to	the	meeting	and	actioned	to	Marion	
McNeill,	Mark	Ansell	&	Peter	Renwick	to	book	the	halls	in	
rotation.	

(iv) Durris	Broadband	Update	
Significant	progress	has	been	made	here	with	fibre	now	installed	
along	to	the	main	communities	in	Durris.	

 
Finally, David Reaich wished those Councillors who were standing down, our best 
wishes for life after the Council. In return these Councillors hoped we would continue 
to be successful and urged us to continue our efforts to recruit new members. 
 
The next meeting would be held on May 3rd at Crathes Hall.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:50 pm. 


