Responding to community needs

CRATHES, DRUMOAK & DURRIS COMMUNITY COUNCIL (CDDCC)
MINUTES OF MEETING
WEDNESDAY, 2" March 2016 19:30hrs — Drumoak Primary School

1. WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
Howard Scholey opened the meeting with introductions around the table.

Community Councillors: Howard Scholey HS
Mark Ansell MA
Mike Taylor MT
Marion McNeil MM
Peter Renwick PR

Aberdeenshire Councillors:

Members of Public: Mike Robertson MR
Jackie Robertson JR
Colin Pike CP

Minute Secretary: David Reaich DR

HS went on to outline the nature of the rotating chair and how this evenings
meeting was somewhat last minute due to the late cancellation of the Park
Quarry Pre-Determination Hearing on the same evening. Due to this the
following apologies were noted.

2. APOLOGIES Clir. Linda Clark,
Cllr. Graeme Clark,
Peter Belarby,
Maxine Smith

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES ARISING FROM MEETING ON Wed 3" March
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Minutes from the previous meeting had been circulated through the community
council, PR proposed the approval of those minutes and HS seconded.

MATTERS ARISING

a)

b)

c)

Safe Access to School

MM gave an update on the current safe access to school arrangements.
Following the meeting of the School Council Meeting there was agreement
from Aberdeenshire Roads Department to review the current proposed
arrangements and respond to the School Council. MM went on to indicate
how a parent had approached her with concerns over the current
arrangements and particularly the speed of vehicles. She went on to discuss
how she had tried to contact Philip Leiper at Aberdeenshire Council in
relation to the issues. MT discussed how he had been in touch with Stewart
Milne regarding the provision of the Beacons for the crossing and how
delays were being encountered in having these supplied. MM outlined how
agreement had been to review the provision of a pavement up the side of
the Church to eliminate children having to cross the road at 2 places. CP
pointed out that similar 20mph zones around the school at Lairhillock were
not working.

The time frame for Aberdeenshire Council Roads to respond had been within
a couple months but DR agreed to follow up with the School Council to
clarify the position for the next CC meeting.

MA noted that from the Road Safety Residents Action Group Campbell
Crockett was to lead on the crossing.

CP also pointed out how there was limited signage indicating there was a
school along James Gregory Road.

Community Council Dropbox

DR updated how the first steps on progressing the use of Dropbox had been
taken. However there were some technical challenges currently and these
would be worked over the coming weeks,

Funding of Community Projects
MM took the opportunity to outline how there may be potential in the
future for the CC to collaborate with the Drumoak and Durris Community
Group when it came to funding.
PR once again stressed the need for the CC to promote opportunities for
groups to receive funding. HS outlined the sources of wind farm funding
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d)

e)

f)

available for the members of the public in attendance. DR indicate how the
CC would look to promote funding further via the website and Facebook.

Crathes Speed Limit

HS discussed how he had spoken to the roads department regarding the
30mph signage and the possibility of 30mph repeater signs, the roads have
indicated that this is not possible due to the street lamps and the road
would then be incorrectly signed. There was then some discussion around
this and how street lighting is taken to be an indicator of speed limits. MT
asked if the signs could be relocated? CP questioned wether the height of
the signage was correct as there had been previous issues at Blairs with
incorrect height of signage,

HS took an action to follow up for the next meeting on signage height
requirements.

Community Action Plan
It was agreed to carry forward this action and an update will be provided at
the next Meeting.

Road Safety Update

A general update was provided to all followed by the some discussion on the
actions from the recent meeting. More volunteers are required to fulfil all
the actions. It was agreed that the Action Tracker need to be issued to all
attendees and

MA took an action to follow this up with Maxine Smith.

MR indicated there had been issues with traffic speeding at Denside Rd, this
was a 60mph zone but had school buses on it. HS pointed out that 50-
40mph reduction at Kirkton of Durris had previously been requested but had
been unsuccessful due to there being insufficient houses in Durris. There
then followed discussion by MA and HS on this matter and how there had
been 2 planning applications approved which would increase the number of
houses in the Durris above the minimum required, therefore an attempt to
achieve a speed limit reduction may be successful.

A point was made to discuss this with Sgt McHattie at the next meeting.
CP suggested that the CC contact Aberdeenshire Council to ascertain if a

developers contribution had been required, HS outlined that there had been
no developers contributions in the applications.
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g) Bus Update
MT provided an update, primarily that the bus service continues to be
sporadic and disappointing. He is preparing a survey for issue to residents to
determine their views and establish the most appropriate way forward.

HS noted the contribution of Jim Singer in moving forward the new bus
shelter in Drumoak — a not of thanks to Jim Singer was formally
acknowledged by the CC.

5. POLICE MATTERS
Due to the late nature of the meeting Sgt McHattie was inadvertently omitted
from the invitation. No police matters were discussed.

6. FINANCE
PR advised the only outgoing for the month was £50 for the Durris Road Safety
Campaign. The wind farm funds held a balance of around £9000 and £5000,
again no requests for funding had been received. All present agreed that
promoting this would be a priority of the coming months.

7. AWAY DAY FEEDBACK
Discussion was held on the recent CC Away Day, the CC had identified 3 key
priorities for 2016 predominantly centred around the limited resources the CC
currently has.

1. Stabilise the CC members and as a priority recruit new Community
Councillors

2. Planning with particular emphasis on the Park Quarry Application, this is
a very labour intensive commitment and one the CC will devote
significant time to in 2016

3. Road Safety the current positive response from residents for the Road
Safety Action Group was viewed as extremely positive and some thing
the CC would support and build on in 2016.

4. Closer alignment / support of the Drumoak and Durris Community Group.

8. PLANNING
a. PARK QUARRY
HS opened the discussion by outlining how the CC had issued a press
release following the cancellation of the Pre-Determination Hearing, the
Evening Express were to run it and it had also gone to the Deeside Piper.
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PR paraphrased the CC’s objections to the proposal indicating there
seemed to be some omissions and it was still unclear who drove the
decision to postpone the pre-determination hearing.

CP voiced that he could not understand how due process was not being
followed and that it should be determined who postponed the hearing
and who was instructed to make the announcement. He went on to
outline that if CHAP pull their current application they can resubmit
within 365 days on the same application and the CC should be aware of
this. He expressed concern that Aberdeenshire Council and CHAP may
have agreed a timetable on events. CP went on to discuss how the
application is not for Full Planning Permission as it is outside of the Local
Development Plan and Strategic Development Plan. He also expressed
that he was not comfortable with the process of the application going to
a full council hearing as there will only be a small number of local
councillors present that will have been able to hear the publics
objections. Many of the other councillors may not have even read the
application.

Discussion then followed on the new powers appointed to Scottish
Ministers that will potentially remove the decision making process from
local councils. CP made a request that the CC contact Willie Munro for
further information regarding the situation.

HS took an action to follow up with Willie Munro.

MR voiced how it made no sense to approve the application given the
numerous points of objection and went on to ask what the next steps
would be.

Discussion followed on the process of the Pre-Determination Hearing
scheduled June and then full council hearing. CP raised further concerns
over the number of councillors standing down which may change any
decision post-elections. HS discussed the need for local councillors to
lobby other councillors.

PR took an action to request a meeting with Willie Munro for feedback in
April.

9. CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence received has been attended to at the time. There was no
new correspondence.
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10. AOCB
MT outlined how there had been issues with the volume of water flowing down
Sunnyside Drive and took an action to follow up on this.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:40
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