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Responding	to	Community	Needs	
	
Crathes,	Drumoak	&	Durris	Community	Council		
	
MINUTES	OF	MEETING:		Wednesday	3rd	Aug	2016		
	 Crathes	Village	Hall	–	19:30	
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WELCOME	AND	INTRODUCTIONS	
The	 Chair	 (MA)	 began	 by	 welcoming	 everyone	 along	 to	 the	 August	 meeting	 and	 formal	
introductions	were	given	around	the	table.		The	Chari	also	advised	of	apologies	from	those	noted	
below:	

ATTENDEES	
Name		 	 Position	 Attendance	

Peter	Renwick	 PR	 Crathes	Community	Councillor		 Yes	
Howard	Scholey	 HS	 Crathes	Community	Councillor	 Apologies	
David	Reaich	 DR	 Drumoak	Community	Councillor		 Yes	
Mike	Taylor	 MT	 Drumoak	Community	Councillor		 Yes	
Marion	McNeil	 MM	 Drumoak	Community	Councillor		 Yes	
Rhona	Garry	 RG	 Drumoak	Community	Councillor	(Youth)	 Apologies	
Mark	Ansell	 MA	 Crathes	Community	Councillor	–	Acting	Chair	 	
	 	 	 	
Graeme	Clark	 GC	 Aberdeenshire	Councillor	 Apologies	
Linda	Clark	 LC	 Aberdeenshire	Councillor	 Apologies	
Jill	Webster	 JW	 Aberdeenshire	Councillor	 Yes	
Raymond	Christie	 RC	 Aberdeenshire	Councillor	 Yes	
Wendy	Innes	 WI	 Aberdeenshire	Councillor	 Yes	
	 	 	 	
	 	 Police	Scotland	 Not	Available	
	 	 	 	
James	Ilflett	 JI	 Public	–	Crathes	Resident	–	Sub	Committee	Group	 Yes	
	 	 	 	

 

PREVIOUS	MEETING	MINUTES		
The	 Chair	 (MA)	moved	 on	 to	 the	 previous	 meeting	minutes,	 as	 the	 Council	 Chair	 requested	 a	
Proposer	and	Seconder	for	the	minutes:	
	

• Proposer:		 Peter	Renwick	
• Seconder:	 David	Reaich	

	
The	minutes	of	the	meeting	being	approved	the	Chair	moved	on	to	discuss	the	actions	arising	from	
the	previous	minutes:	
	

• PR	–	The	KDP	testimonial	was	completed	and	returned	
	

WINDFARM	FUNDING	
• MA	–	Widfarms	updates:		

o Mid	Hill	cheques	have	been	issued	
o Miekel	Carew	window	remains	open	for	applications	MA	to	issue	a	note	to	editor	of	

the	Deeside	Piper	regarding	the	window	for	applications	
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RELATIONSHIP	WITH	COMMUNITY	GROUP	&	COMMUNITY	ACTION	PLAN	
• MM	 –	 Continue	 to	 work	 in	 support	 of	 the	 questionnaire	 for	 the	 Durris	 &	 Drumoak	

Community	Group.	Assistance	from	Jackie	at	KDP	wil	be	provided	for	this.	
• MM	–	Drumoak	Funday	4th	Sunday	of	August	was	noted.	

 

POLICE	REPORT	
PR	noted	that	the	lack	of	Police	presence	was	a	concern	and	it	was	unclear	if	they	were	receiveing	
communications.	 	DR	noted	that	there	had	been	no	police	report	received	for	the	meeting,	MM	
advised	that	she	had	communicated	 in	 response	 to	an	email	 from	Police	Scotland	regarding	 the	
dates	for	the	upcoming	meetings	some	months	back.	
	
JW	also	noted	her	concern	at	the	lack	of	presence	and	opined	that	this	is	not	an	isolated	case	as	
other	 CC’s	 did	 not	 have	 Police	 in	 attendance.	 	 JW	 requested	 that	 she	 be	 kept	 in	 the	
communication	trail	for	any	correspondence	relating	to	Police	attendance.	
	
DR	to	follow	up	on	previous	correspondence	with	Police	

 

FINANCE	
PR	gave	an	update	on	the	finances	of	the	CDDCC,	there	being	£1433	in	the	account	at	the	current	
date	with	2	cheques	to	be	issued	to	Rhona	Garry	for	£35.	 	The	balance	was	considered	good	for	
condintued	activities.	
	
The	 CDDCC	 continue	 to	 experience	 issues	 with	 adding	 signatories,	 Mike	 Taylor	 has	 now	 been	
successfully	 added	 –	DR	&	MA	 require	 to	 go	 to	 Banchory	 Branch	 and	 completed	 the	 necessary	
paperwork	to	allow	them	to	be	added.	
	
DR	&	MA	to	action	being	added	as	signatories.	

 

FUNDING	PROJECTS	
See	earlier	section	relating	to	Wind	Farms.	

 

ROAD	SAFETY	

Park	Bridge	
MA	 The	 survey	 has	 now	 been	 completed	 and	 the	 bridge	 deemed	 unsuitable	 for	 traffic	 over	 3	
tonnes,	it	is	also	a	listed	bridge	and	has	a	limited	lifespan.		The	survey	concludes	that	the	increased	
traffic	demand	in	relation	to	the	proposed	Kincluny	Development	would	require	a	new	crossing	to	
be	installed.	
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Crathes	Castle	Extension	of	Speed	Limit		
MA	 provided	 an	 update	 on	 the	 request	 to	 the	 roads	 department	 for	 the	 implementation	 of	 a	
40mph	 limit	 in	 the	 area	 at	 the	 entrance	 to	Crathes	Castle	 following	 concerns	 raised	by	Crathes	
Castle.	 	 A	 number	 of	 emails	 had	 been	 exchanged	 with	 the	 roads	 department	 essentially	 not	
supporting	a	move	toward	a	40mph	limit	however	encouraging	the	CC	to	express	an	opinion	on	
what	should	be	done.	
	
JW	expressed	her	surprise	at	some	of	the	points	made	by	the	roads	department.	
	
MA	opined	that	the	 ideal	situation	would	be	a	40mph	restriction,	as	an	extension	of	the	40mph	
restrictions	 that	 commence	 at	 Milton	 of	 Crathes.	 	 There	 was	 general	 consensus	 that	 this	 was	
logical.		JW	suggested	a	flashing	speed	light	might	be	something	to	consider	which	is	successful	in	
other	areas.	
	
MT	put	 forward	 that	 the	 roads	department	position	seems	to	be	very	entrenched	at	 times,	 this	
being	another	example.	
	
MA	 confirmed	with	CC	members	 that	 the	CC	would	 respond	 in	support	of	a	 speed	reduction	as	
outlined	above.	
	
JW	asked	as	a	final	point	if	the	Archer	System	could	be	installed,	MT	gave	some	background	but	
essentially	 Archer	 provides	 justification	 for	 a	 mobile	 camera	 site.	 	 JW	 expressed	 her	
disappointment	at	this.	

	

Durris	Speed	Limit	Reduction	
MA	updated	that	the	CC	were	awaiting	feedback	from	roads	to	see	if	a	reduction	in	the	speed	limit	
was	part	of	the	recent	application	for	further	houses.		If	so	roads	will	conduct	a	traffic	survey	and	
if	appropriate	a	Traffic	Order	process	will	be	promoted.		The	CC	is	ready	to	respond	to	any	further	
communication	this	once	received	from	roads.	
	
JC	noted	that	 roads	staffing	 is	 somewhat	depleted,	MA	pointed	out	 that	at	 times	responses	are	
very	limted.	

	

Safe	Access	to	School	-	Drumoak	
MM	outlined	recent	correspondence	with	Philip	Leiper	(PL)	at	Aberdeenshire	Council,	PL	indicate	
responsibility	lay	with	the	contractors	for	implementation	of	solution.	
Issues	remain	with	the	following:		

• Signage	north	of	Sunnyside	Drive	
• Flashing	signanage	not	functioning	correctly	
• Inadequate	direction	signs	
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• Ineffective	traffic	calming	measures	
• Sunnyside	Drive	issues	with	water	/	icing	in	winter	
• Speeding	on	Sunnyside	Drive	&	failure	to	stop	at	zebra	crossings	
• Mainteinace	costs	for	Zebra	crossings	currently	installed	

	
RC	 took	 an	 action	 to	 assist	 in	 progressing	 this	 and	 coordinating	with	 other	 Councillors,	MM	 to	
liaise	accordingly.	

 
Discussion	was	had	on	the	merits	of	a	press	campaign	on	this	subject	given	the	safety	of	children	is	
at	risk,	it	was	agreed	to	seek	further	progress	via	current	channels	prior	to	contacting	media.	
	

RECRUITMENT	
PR	 discussed	 the	 recent	 recruitment	 had	 not	 yielded	 anyone	 outwith	 the	 current	 CC,	 he	 alos	
highlighted	a	real	concern	that	the	CC	could	disband	with	further	resignations.		All	in	attendance	
this	would	not	be	good	as	the	Community	would	lose	it’s	voice	which	is	of	particular	concern	given	
the	recent	high	profile	planning	applications.	
	
MA	advised	he	would	put	a	note	on	the	Durris	Hall	noticeboard	looking	for	interested	parties.		All	
others	were	asked	to	consider	ways	to	promote	recruitment.	

 

PLANNING	

Crathes	Revised	Planning	Application	
PR	provided	a	summary	of	past	and	current	events	in	relation	to	the	revised	planning	application	
for	those	in	attendance	–	following	points	covered:	

• Public	 consultation	 by	 Stewart	 Milne	 Homes	 (SMH)	 –	 very	 short	 notice	 provided	 to	 all	
parties.	

• Significant	feedback	to	CC	from	the	public	who	attended	(39	individual	resposnes	to	CC)	
• Formation	of	the	Crathes	Resdients	Group	Sub-Committee	to	work	the	issue	
• Terms	of	Reference	for	Sub	Group	in	place	
• Majority	of	residents	on	site	oppose	the	revised	application	
• Clearly	 identitified	 in	 Local	Development	 Plan	maximum	houses	 in	 Crathes	 should	 be	 45	

until	the	change	is	absorbed	
• Ann	Ross	will	deputise	for	PR	where	appropriate	

	
Discussion	 was	 held	 on	 the	 subcontext	 on	 appeals	 where	 the	 hosuing	 minister	 can	 call	 in	
applications	in	excess	of	100	houses	and	overturn	local	decisions	in	essence	removing	the	voice	of	
local	people.	
	
PR	took	an	action	to	request	the	official	feedback	from	SMH	from	their	consultation	event.	
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Park	Quarry	
The	Community	Council	had	been	notified	that	the	pre-determination	meeting	had	been	deferred	
until	 October	 6th,	 on	 the	 grounds	 that	 the	 Council	 wanted	 to	 survey	 the	 condition	 of	 the	 Park	
Bridge.	 	MA	 The	 survey	 has	 now	 been	 completed	 and	 the	 bridge	 deemed	 unsuitable	 for	 the	
increased	traffic	demand,	any	development	would	require	a	new	crossing	to	be	installed.	

 

Recent	Applications	Per	Area	
• Durris:	Application	at	Upper	Balfour	only	application	of	any	note	
• Crathes:	nothing	further	to	report	
• Drumoak:	Application	for	Boarding	Kennels	at	Coalford	noted.	

 

CORRESPONDANCE	

Travellers	Camp	Drumoak	
General	 discussion	was	 held	 on	 the	 situation	which	 is	 now	 reseolved,	 reminder	was	made	 that	
Church	 is	 responsible	 for	 land	 and	 access.	 	WI	 advised	 that	 if	 the	 Church	was	 content	 signage	
restricting	access	could	be	erected.			
	

AOCB	

Data	Protection	
PR	 highlighted	 that	 the	CC	 require	 to	be	 registered	with	 IOC	 for	 collation	of	Data	 and	ensuring	
Data	 Protection.	 	 There	 is	 a	 requirement	 for	 a	 Data	 Protection	 Officer	 to	 be	 put	 in	 place,	 DR	
accepted	to	review	requirements	and	implement	measures	as	required.	
	
Many	CC’s	have	fallen	foul	of	this	and	currently	only	around	50%	are	registered	correctly.	
	
DR	to	report	on	requirements	/	update	at	next	CC	Meeting.	
	

NEXT	MONTHLY	MEETING	&	ACTING	CHAIR		
Finally	the	Chair	moved	to	agree	timing,	venue	and	rotating	Chari	for	the	next	Monthly	Meeting.	
	
The	 next	 sitting	 of	 the	 CC	will	 be	Wednesday	 7th	 September	 at	 19:30	 in	 the	 Drumoak	 Primary	
School,	MT	agreed	to	take	the	position	of	rotating	chair.	
	
MM	agreed	to	issue	the	formal	agend	1	week	in	advance	(31st	August	16).	
	
There	being	no	other	business	the	meeting	was	closed.	
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AGREED	MEETING	ACTIONS	
	

ACTION	 ACTIONEE	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
Chair	for	Meeting	7th	September	2016	(MT)	 MT	
Preparation	of	Agenda	for	Meeting	7th	September	2016	(MM)	 MM	

 
 

 


