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Responding	to	community	needs	
	

CRATHES,	DRUMOAK	&	DURRIS	COMMUNITY	COUNCIL	(CDDCC)	
MINUTES	OF	MEETING	HELD	WEDNESDAY,	3	FEBUARY	2016	19:30hrs	–	CRATHES	

VILLAGE	HALL	
	

1. Present	
Community	Councillors:	Maxine	Smith	(Acting	Chair),	Howard	Scholey,	Mark	
Ansell,	Mike	Taylor,	Marion	McNeil,	Peter	Renwick	
Aberdeenshire	Councillors:	Cllr.	Linda	Clark,	Cllr.	Graeme	Clark	
Members	of	Public:	Jim	Singer,	Campbell	Crockatt,	David	Morrish,	Colin	Pike	
Minute	Secretary:	Rhona	Garry	
	
Apologies:	David	Reaich	

	
PART	 ONE:	 Public	 Meeting	 –	 Park	 Quarry	 Planning	 Application	 –	
APP/2015/3696	

	 	
Maxine	Smith	commented	that	this	was	to	be	a	quick	summary	of	what	had	
already	been	carried	out	and	then	continuing	to	discussion	on	the	next	steps	
that	would	be	taken.	It	was	noted	that	whilst	there	was	a	public	discussion,	it	
was	 not	 for	 debate	 on	 the	 Community	 Council’s	 view	 as	 their	 objection	 is	
already	in	draft,	pending	finalisation.	
	
Peter	Renwick	confirmed	the	request	for	an	extension	to	the	CC	deadline	to	
respond	had	been	successful	and	was	extended	to	that	Friday	(5th	Feb).	As	a	
result,	 the	 document	 for	 the	 community	 council	 would	 need	 to	 be	 agreed	
upon	for	submission	on	the	Friday.	
	
Peter	Renwick	commented	that	there	had	been	80	objections	from	the	public	
and	 at	 least	 six	 objections	 from	other	 statutory	bodies,	 including	 SEPA	and	
Historic	 Scotland.	 It	was	 commented	 that	 the	 some	 statutory	organisations	
have	 objected	 according	 to	 the	 current	 Strategic	 Plan	 /	 Local	Development	
Plan	as	well	as	Scottish	Government	Policy.		It	was	proposed	that	the	CC	draft	
can	 receive	 some	 adapting	 so	 the	 objections	 are	 clearly	 aligned	 to	 the	
strongest	areas	of	valid	argument	against	the	application.		
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Jim	Singer	asked	as	to	the	proceedings	after	this	point.	Peter	Renwick	replied	
that	 after	 the	 submission	 of	 their	 objection	 they	 will	 be	 invited	 to	 a	 pre-
determination	 hearing	 (PDH),	 which	 was	 believed	 to	 be	 held	 at	 Mackie	
Academy	on	the	same	date	as	next	Community	Council	Meeting	(2nd	March).	
At	the	PDH	there	would	be	the	opportunity	for	various	people	who	objected	
to	the	planning	application	to	make	statements	of	representation.	Colin	Pike	
brought	up	the	point	that	as	a	statutory	body	the	Community	Council	should	
be	able	to	challenge	Aberdeenshire	Council	about	setting	the	date	of	the	PDH	
which	clashes	with	one	of	their	own	meetings.		Additionally,	Colin	and	others	
stated	concern	that	Aberdeenshire	Council	had	selected	an	area	outwith	the	
locality	 of	 the	 proposed	 application	 site	 Maxine	 Smith	 remarked	 that	 the	
Community	Council	had	not	been	consulted	about	the	location	nor	the	date	
and	that	she	had	recently	written	to	them	expressing	 it	was	not	acceptable	
able	the	location.		She	had	stressed	that	it	would	place	several	residents	at	a	
disadvantage,	particularly	of	the	aged	residents	in	Durris.	Maxine	confirmed	a	
response	had	been	received	from	Aberdeenshire	Council	and	whilst	they	did	
not	 disagree	 with	 the	 point	 raised,	 they	 stated	 there	 were	 other	
considerations	such	as	 the	other	stakeholders	of	a	 range	of	 representatives	
coming	 from	 various	 different	 locations	 and	 distances	 to	 the	 PDH.	 	 The	
Aberdeenshire	 Council	 spokesperson	 stated	 Stonehaven	 was	 an	
administrative	 convenient	 location.	 Cllr.	 Graeme	 Clark	 believed	 that	 there	
were	two	other	PDHs	on	the	same	day,	which	would	support	 the	comment	
raised	by	the	Council	around	convenience,	however,	he	also	felt	 that	 it	was	
inconvenient	for	the	 local	residents	of	Drumoak	and	Durris.	Cllr.	Linda	Clark	
commented	 that	 applications	 concerning	 Banchory	 residents	 were	 always	
held	 in	 Banchory.	 Cllr.	 Graeme	 Clark	 offered	 to	 send	 a	 note	 regarding	 the	
location	issue	of	concern	but	that	the	Community	Council	should	also	make	a	
formal	 response	back	 to	 the	Council.	Maxine	Smith	agreed	 that	 they	would	
write	a	formal	Community	Council	email	and	that	she	could	also	forward	her	
own	 recent	 email	 exchange	 to	 Cllr.	 G	 Clark.	 After	 a	 brief	 discussion	 it	 was	
decided	that	a	change	of	venue	would	take	precedence	of	changing	the	date.	
	
Howard	Scholey	requested	clarification	of	the	end	results	of	the	PDH.	Cllr.	G	
Clark	replied	that	as	the	application	goes	to	the	full	council	of	68	members,	
this	was	 an	 opportunity	 for	 all	 Councillors	 to	 visit	 the	 site.	 At	 the	meeting	
itself,	the	developer	would	present	and	would	be	expected	to	explain	some	
of	the	history.		

	
David	Morrish	 commented	 that	 in	 response	 to	 the	 piece	 he	wrote	 for	 the	
Deeside	Piper,	he	had	received	an	email	 from	a	resident,	Mr	Angus	Pelham	
Burn,	 who	 discussed	 his	 previous	 correspondence	 to	 the	 Aberdeenshire	
Council	stating	his	concern	that	the	Quarry	had	still	not	been	returned	to	its	
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original	purpose,	especially	noting	 that	 it	was	conditional	 to	 the	decision	of	
granting	 the	 use	 as	 a	 Quarry	 in	 the	 first	 place.	 	 Equally	 important	was	 for	
everyone	 to	 be	 informed	 why	 the	 Park	 Quarry	 application	 had	 not	 been	
decline	because	of	the	stipulations	on	the	original	planning	consent	for	Park	
Quarry.	Peter	Renwick	mentioned	that	his	closing	statement	reflected	these	
thoughts.	 It	 was	 also	 remarked	 by	 Maxine	 Smith	 that	 she	 had	 had	
correspondence	from	the	same	resident	back	in	August	2015	around	the	time	
of	the	CC	public	meeting	about	the	proposed	development.	He	had	felt	that	
the	 developer	 was	 trying	 to	 divorce	 themselves	 from	 their	 obligations	 to	
return	 and	 restore	 the	 land.	 Additionally,	 that	 it	 was	 bitterly	 disappointing	
from	 the	 planning	 enforcement	 office	 regarding	 their	 failure	 to	 apply	 the	
original	 planning	 consent,	 which	 to	 this	 day	 has	 not	 being	 fulfilled.	 David	
Morrish	and	Maxine	Smith	noted	some	concern	in	a	precedence	being	set	by	
the	 developer.	 	 Legitimate	 planning	 conditions	 had	 been	 stipulated	 on	 the	
original	 planning	 consent	 for	 Park	 Quarry.	 	 Park	 Quarry	 has	 successfully	
managed	 to	 avert	 the	 requirement	 for	 them	 to	 proceed	 with	 the	 land	
restoration	 measures	 noted	 in	 the	 planning	 conditions.	 	 Instead,	 the	
developers	 has	 fully	 utilised	 the	 flaw	 which	 enables	 them	 to	 present	 a	
proposed	development	which	 immediately	puts	a	hold	on	 the	enforcement	
of	 any	 noted	planning	 conditions.	On	 a	 small	 diversion,	 of	 the	 Park	Quarry	
case	 Colin	 Pike	 suggested	 that	 that	 the	 Community	 Council	 quoting	 this	
situation	should	submit	onto	the	Scottish	Government	planning	review	which	
was	 originally	 due	 in	 December	 2015,	 but	 had	 recently	 been	 extended.		
Maxine	Smith	confirmed	that	the	CC	had	already	submitted	such	a	response.		
Peter	 Renwick	 confirmed	 in	 his	 response	 to	 the	 Scottish	 Government	
Planning	Review	he	made	 reference	 to	 the	Park	Quarry	 case	as	well	 as	 the	
Crathes	Crematorium	case.		
	
Returning	to	the	topic	of	the	PDH,	Peter	Renwick	said	that	the	CC	will	have	
the	opportunity	to	speak	which	will	require	that	they	organise	themselves	for	
their	 response.	 A	 very	 short	 time	 allocation	 of	 10	minutes	 per	 person,	 per	
statement	is	permitted.		As	a	result,	it	was	thought	best	that	some	key	points	
be	focused	on	the	following:	

• Physical	impact	
• Non	alignment	to	the	Local	Development	Plan	
• Social	impact	
• Safety,	such	as	the	recent	flooding	
• Traffic	as	many	people	are	concerned	with	the	Park	Bridge	and	

nearby	junction.	
• Education,	in	the	case	of	a	secondary	school	where	would	the	

teachers	come	from.	
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Peter	Renwick	proposed	that	the	main	issues	should	be	allocated	to	different	
people,	 including	members	of	public	 if	they	wished.	It	was	decided	that	this	
could	 be	 organised	 through	 emails.	Maxine	 Smith	 also	mentioned	 that	 the	
residents	who	had	submitted	objections	need	to	be	informed	of	the	process	
to	 enable	 them	 to	 come	 forward	 and	 speak	 at	 the	 PDH	 if	 they	 so	wished.	
Peter	Renwick	offered	to	send	out	the	emails.	
	
Maxine	Smith	thanked	Peter	Renwick	and	other	Community	Councillors	who	
assisted	 Peter,	 for	 their	 efforts.	 Additionally,	 Colin	 Pike	 and	 David	Morrish	
were	thanked	for	their	input,	support	and	comments.	
	
PART	TWO:	Abridged	Community	Council	Meeting	

1. JANUARY	MINUTES	
There	had	been	one	amendment	submitted	regarding	the	Windfarm	funding	
section	 of	 the	 minute,	 which	 has	 been	 applied	 to	 the	 document	 already.	
Peter	 Renwick	 proposed	 the	 approval	 of	 the	minutes	 and	 Howard	 Scholey	
seconded.	

	
2. MATTERS	ARISING	

Safe	Access	to	School	
This	 issue	is	ongoing	and	headed	by	Marion	McNeil	and	will	be	discussed	in	
the	Community	Campaign	section	of	the	agenda	and	in	AOCB.		
	
Community	Council	Dropbox	
This	 has	 already	 been	 confirmed	 for	 training	 on	 this	 to	 be	 provided	 at	 the	
CDDCC	Away	Day.	
	
Funding	of	Community	Projects	
There	were	no	suggestions	about	funding,	so	it	was	encouraged	that	people	
continue	to	think	of	ideas	and	put	them	forward.	
	
Community	Council	Away	Day	Workshop	
Maxine	 Smith	had	previously	 provided	 the	draft	 agenda.	 There	were	 a	 few	
edits	 to	 be	 carried	 out	 after	 receiving	 some	 suggestions	 and	 it	 would	 be	
circulated	promptly.	
	
Crathes	Development	–	Speed	limit	signs	
It	 was	 reported	 that	 the	 signs	 had	 indeed	 been	 placed.	 Howard	 Scholey	
commented	that	some	of	the	signs	were	difficult	to	see	prior	to	the	junction	
and	 suggested	 that	 there	 should	be	a	 request	 for	 extra	 smaller	 signs.	Colin	
Pike	 commented	 that	 if	 the	 road	 signs	 were	 in	 the	 wrong	 place	 or	 wrong	
height	 representation	 from	 the	 Roads	 Dept.	 could	 be	 requested.	 Howard	
Scholey	said	he	would	carry	this	out.	
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Maxine	 Smith	 asked	 if	 there	 was	 any	 recent	 news	 on	 the	 Crematorium.	
Howard	Scholey	reported	that	he	had	written	to	the	developers	asking	for	a	
natural	screen	to	be	placed	and	that	he	had	received	a	reply	saying	that	they	
had	 already	 carried	 out	 all	 that	 had	 been	 stipulated.	 	 This	 matter	 is	 now	
closed.	

	
3. POLICE	MATTERS	

The	 police	 report	 had	 been	 circulated	 prior	 to	 the	meeting.	 There	 was	 no	
representation	from	the	Police	at	the	meeting.	The	Report	notes	that	crime	
remains	 generally	 low.	 Since	 the	 beginning	 of	 January	 there	 had	 been	 62	
incidents	reported.	The	report	also	provides	a	profile	on	the	newly	sworn	in	
head	of	Police	Scotland.	There	was	a	very	useful	Q	&	A	response	to	the	recent	
changes	with	 the	merging	of	 the	 regional	divisions.	Maxine	Smith	noted	on	
record	that	the	information	was	a	useful	response	to	several	questions	raised	
about	the	merger	and	the	report	has	been	placed	on	the	CDDCC	website.		

	
4. FINANCE	

Peter	 Renwick	 said	 that	 the	 Community	 Council	 had	 received	money	 from	
the	 Aberdeenshire	 Council	 for	 administration	 purposes.	 With	 no	 recent	
cheques	out,	it	was	reported	that	the	balance	was	£1,794.	

	
5. BRINGING	COMMUNITIES	TOGETHER	

Community	Action	Plan	
Maxine	 Smith	 reported	 on	 this	 issue.	 The	 community	 action	 plan	 was	 in	
circulation	 and	 is	 now	 back	with	 the	 Drumoak	&	 Durris	 Community	 Group	
who	 will	 be	 driving	 the	 document	 to	 its	 final	 presentation	 back	 to	 the	
community	of	Drumoak.	Maxine	Smith	confirmed	that	she	was	comfortable	
to	 note	 due	 process	 had	 been	 applied	 for	 public	 consultation.	 	 The	 action	
plan	 would	 be	 eventually	 sent	 to	 Aberdeenshire	 Council	 where	 it	 could	
influence	 community	 planning	 for	 the	 area	 and	 would	 be	 useful	 for	 the	
Community	Council.	 The	Drumoak	community	action	plan	 is	 the	 first	 in	 the	
Community	 Council	 area.	 Peter	 Renwick	 commented	 that	 it	will	 be	 a	 good	
template	for	the	other	areas	to	work	from.	Maxine	Smith	finished	by	stating	
this	should	receive	a	monthly	update	to	the	meeting.	
	
Community	Campaigns	–	Road	Safety	
The	residents	action	group	meeting	had	been	held	the	previous	Wednesday	
(27th	January).	Mark	Ansell	reported	that	there	had	been	a	very	good	turnout	
of	30	people,	 consisting	of	 a	 good	mix	of	 residents,	Community	Councillors	
and	 stakeholders.	 The	minutes	 of	 the	meetings	 had	 been	 circulated	 to	 the	
Community	Councillors	and	those	who	attended.		
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The	 meeting	 was	 largely	 a	 discussion	 of	 what	 actions	 could	 be	 taken.	 For	
about	30	minutes	the	meeting	broke	up	into	three	discussion	groups,	where	
the	 key	 points	 to	 focus	 on	 were	 developed.	 The	 next	 step	 would	 be	 to	
identify	volunteers	and	distribute	the	actions.	
	
One	of	the	points	discussed	at	the	road	safety	meeting	was	that	of	the	safe	
access	to	school,	as	 it	was	generally	agreed	that	the	current	plans	were	not	
suitable	 for	 the	 opening	 of	 the	 school	 on	 the	 22th	 of	 February.	 Marion	
McNeil	commented	that	she	had	the	impression	it	could	be	possible	to	place	
a	sidewalk	next	to	the	church.	Colin	Pike	mentioned	that	for	the	intermediate	
time	 the	 police	 should	 be	 written	 to,	 and	 a	 formal	 request	 for	 a	 police	
presence	made.	Marion	McNeil	offered	to	take	this	on.	
	
Maxine	 Smith	 informed	Mark	 Ansell	 that	 some	 of	 the	 residents	who	 could	
not	attend	the	meeting	still	wished	to	be	 involved	and	so	to	be	emailed	on	
future	actions.	
	
Wind	Farm	Funding	Applications/Projects	
Mark	Ansell	 reported	that	 there	had	been	one	enquiry	 for	 the	Midhill	Fund	
from	the	Banchory	Athletic	Club.	This	has	been	discussed	via	email	within	the	
Community	 Council	 and	 is	 agreed	 to	 be	within	 the	 funding	 considerations.	
Mark	 Ansell	 confirmed	 the	 fund	 balance	 of	 £9,000	 and	 noted	 there	 is	 still	
scope	for	community	hall	committees	to	consider	re-applying	for	assistance.	
	
Buses	
Mike	 Taylor	 said	 that	 the	 email	 complaint	 he	 had	 received	 had	 been	
forwarded	 to	 Cllr.	 Linda	 Clark.	 She	 informed	 the	 Community	 Council	 that	
there	was	a	meeting	with	Stagecoach	and	Transport	officers	on	 the	22nd	of	
February.		Marion	McNeil	enquired	as	to	if	this	was	public	meeting	in	which	
the	 reply	 was	 that	 it	 was	 not.	 Mike	 Taylor	 said	 that	 perhaps	 they	 should	
reach	out	 to	residents	 if	 there	were	any	more	complaints.	 It	was	suggested	
that	 posters	 could	 be	 placed	within	 the	 bus	 shelters,	 in	which	Mike	 Taylor	
also	 offered	 to	 be	 point	 of	 contact.	Maxine	 Smith	 noted	 there	 are	 existing	
bus	forums	for	Mike	to	consider	and	the	possibility	of	running	a	community	
survey	 are	 all	 considerations	 for	Mike	 to	 review	 and	 decide	 how	he	would	
like	to	take	forward.	

	
6. PLANNING	

Maxine	Smith	enquired	if	there	were	any	comments	on	the	applications	that	
had	already	been	circulated.	There	were	none.	
	
There	was	a	quick	discussion	started	by	Colin	Pike	as	to	how	the	Community	
Council	 received	 their	 planning	 applications.	Maxine	 Smith	 stated	 that	 she	
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checks	 Aberdeenshire	 Council	 planning	 website,	 transfers	 all	 new	
applications	for	Crathes,	Drumoak	&	Durris	to	the	CDDCC	website	and	on	the	
CC	weekly	mailchimp	to	Community	Councillors.		Maxine	noted	she	no	longer	
relies	on	 information	 from	Aberdeenshire	Council	 on	weekly	notification	of	
new	planning	applications	as	that	seems	to	have	ceased	back	in	August	2015.	
Colin	 noted	 it	 was	 not	 acceptable	 that	 Community	 Councils	 were	 not	
receiving	 this	 information	 from	 Aberdeenshire	 Council	 and	 he	 will	 be	
following	 this	 up.	 	Maxine	 agreed	 to	 provide	 Colin	with	 information	 of	 the	
last	new	application	notification	she	received	last	year.	
	
On	a	final	note,	Maxine	Smith	emphasized	to	the	Community	Councillors	to	
read	the	mailchimp.	

	
7. CORRESPONDENCE	

All	correspondence	received	has	been	attended	to	at	the	time.	There	was	no	
new	correspondence.	

	
8. AOCB	

Campbell	Crockatt	(local	resident)	–	Roadworks	
He	commented	that	the	current	plan	was	legally	correct	but	that	there	were	
simpler	 options	 that	 would	 provide	 safer	 path.	 He	 discussed	 two	 possible	
routes	 for	 changing	 the	 crossings	 that	 would	 be	 placed	 for	 access	 to	 the	
school.	Additionally,	he	expressed	thoughts	of	putting	together	a	paper	that	
would	demonstrate	 these	possible	 routes.	 It	was	also	mentioned	 that	 from	
one	 of	 the	 sub	 groups	 of	 the	 Road	 Safety	meeting	 that	 the	 zebra	 crossing	
could	 be	 changed	 to	 a	 pelican,	 as	 it	 would	 be	 controlled.	 There	were	 also	
suggestions	 that	 pedestrian	 guard	 rails	 and	 speed	 bumps	 could	 be	 place	
before	the	T	 junction	as	they	would	provide	a	 further	traffic	calming	effect.	
Maxine	 Smith	 noted	 her	 concern	 of	 the	 recommendation	 of	 a	 pelican	
crossing	as	 that	would	create	a	noise	 factor	 for	nearby	 residents.	Campbell	
Crockatt	replied	that	as	being	the	nearest	neighbour	to	the	possible	crossing	
he	 had	 no	 personal	 objection.	 	 Maxine	 still	 expressed	 concern	 as	 whilst	
Campbell	may	be	the	nearest	resident,	there	are	other	residents	nearby	and	
the	options	should	receive	further	consideration.	Peter	Renwick	asked	as	to	
why	the	whole	area	in	question	was	not	in	a	20	mph	zone.	Some	doubt	was	
expressed	as	to	if	changing	it	to	a	20	mph	zone	would	make	any	difference,	
however	Cllr.	Linda	Clark	commented	that	the	zone	would	legally	mean	that	
the	police	would	be	able	to	penalise	people.		
	
Bus	Shelter	
Jim	 Singer	 reported	 that	 he	had	 received	 a	 reply	 from	 the	public	 transport	
officer	 regarding	 the	 Sunnyside	 drive	 bus	 shelter.	 A	 work	 order	 had	 been	
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issued	 for	 the	 existing	 shelter	 to	 be	 removed	 and	 replaced	 with	 a	 full	
complete	shelter.	
	
Litter	Pick	Up	
During	the	meeting,	Howard	Scholey	commented	that	he	had	been	contacted	
by	Angela	Bichan	about	a	kids	group	litter	pick	up	at	the	Deeside	way.	Angela	
was	 enquiring	 if	 they	 could	 borrow	 litter	 pickers	 for	 the	 kids	 group	 to	 use.			
All	agreed.	
	
Noticeboards	
Maxine	Smith	confirmed	the	noticeboards	were	delivered	to	the	new	school	
that	day	and	she	would	follow-up	for	their	collection.		Maxine	sought	clarity	
on	 what	 permission	 would	 be	 needed	 from	 Aberdeenshire	 Council	 for	 the	
notice	boards	to	be	erected	on	Council	land.	Cllr.	Graeme	Clark	advised	they	
would	need	to	contact	Phillip	Leiper.		
	
Maxine	 Smith	 thanked	 Jim	 Singer	 for	 his	 continued	 efforts	 in	 support	 of	
Community	Council	 and	 community	matters.	 	Maxine	also	extended	 thanks	
to	 David	 Morrish,	 Colin	 Pike	 and	 Cambell	 Crockatt	 for	 their	 valued	
contribution	and	support.	
	
There	being	no	further	business,	the	meeting	closed	at	9:40	
	
Dates	of	all	meetings,	as	scheduled	for	2016,	1st	Wednesday	of	each	month	
(except	 July),	 further	exception	 is	2nd	March	2016	as	 this	 is	 the	date	of	 the	
Park	Quarry	Pre-determination	Hearing.	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	

	
	


