CRATHES, DRUMOAK & DURRIS COMMUNITY COUNCIL (CDDCC)
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY, 6 JANUARY 2016 19:30hrs — CRATHES VILLAGE

HALL
1. PRESENT
Community Councillors: Marion McNeil (Acting Chair), Howard Scholey, Mark Ansell, Peter
Renwick,

David Reaich (co-opted at this meeting), Mike Taylor (co-opted at this meeting)
Aberdeenshire Councillors: Clir Linda Clark, Clir Graeme Clark, Clir Peter Bellaby
Members of Public: Stephen Holtom, Sarah Holtom, Neil Robb, Linda Robb, Jim Singer,
Malcolm Robertson, Colin Pike

Police: Sgt Neil McHattie

Apologies: Maxine Smith

2. APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER MINUTES
The November minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting. Howard Scholey proposed
approval and Mark Ansell seconded this.

3. POLICE MATTERS
Sgt McHattie as a police representative attended the meeting as well as circulating a police
report.

It was stated that there had been nothing of significance as it being a low crime area.

There was discussion concerning the merging of the Aberdeen and Moray forces as of
midnight on New Year becoming the North East division. Sgt McHattie informed the meeting
this should not be too significant for the shire area and should promise a better share of the
forces.

Clir G. Clark enquired about road closures and if there was a need for the Council to clean
drains. Sgt McHattie responded saying that they often pose a problem, but he could not be
certain for this case.

Mark Ansell asked about the possibility of police representation at the Road Safety meeting.
Sgt McHattie responded he would be in contact and to discuss this matter.

4., MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

4.1 Safe Access to School
It had been agreed in previous meetings that Marion McNeil would take the issue to the
School Council meeting, to which she also brought additional information from CllIr. G Clark.
This has now been circulated to Mike Taylor as well.

Mike Taylor enquired as to who is responsible for the development of the current plan for
two crossings on Sunnyside Drive. Marion McNeil replied the pathway from James Gregory
Road to the Church Hall was constructed by Stewart Milne Homes, but was uncertain as to
the remaining section of pathway. Clir. G Clark remarked that the majority of the school
children would be travelling from the west side of Drumoak and the proposed two crossings
were not the safest route, and there must be alternative pathways. These included perhaps
going through Sunnyside farm or continuing the sidewalk past the church and hall. David
Reaich commented that the addition of these crossways, including an upgrade to zebra
crossings, was a condition of the school completion as part of the 2013 application. Also the
parents have a duty of care for children going to school, but the council has a duty of care



for safe passage to school and there must be safer alternative routes. It was suggested if the
present parking area near the existing school was removed, it would provide adequate space
for the continuation of the pathway alongside the church grounds. It was noted the children
would have a tendency to continue along the current grass verge beside the wall rather than
crossing the road to the path on the eastern road edge, and back again. Marion McNeil
highlighted the crossings would also be frequented by parents with pre-school age children
as well as residents from James Gregory Road. Mike Taylor expressed that urgency was
required especially as the new school was due to open shortly. Clir G. Clark seconded this,
and he commented that, as the existing school grounds would not always be within the
Council’s ownership, alternative routes requiring land from the present school site should be
explored as soon as possible. Clir L. Clark also commented that in regards to the current
plan of the two crossings, there could not be the presumption of lollipop persons overseeing
the children’s crossing. A lengthy discussion followed concerning the possibilities and need
of an alternative route. It should be inherently safe, as it was remarked that the current
plan is not the most appropriate. In addition, it could discourage children from walking or
cycling to and from school.

Clr. G Clark enquired as to what the School Council had done. Marion McNeil replied the
basic outcome was another feasibility report would be produced.

There was also discussion as to exactly who is responsible for ensuring a safe route is
acquired for the new school. Clir G. Clark mentioned there was a person within
Aberdeenshire Council responsible for safe routes to school. Continuing from this, Marion
McNeil recommended the Community Council should produce a letter expressing its support
of the School Council. Cllr. G Clark agreed and noted the letter should be forwarded to
Maria Walker, Director of Education. Mike Taylor observed an interim solution will be
needed in view of the imminent move to the new school premises.

ACTION: H.SCHOLEY

4.2 CDDCC Dropbox
As training for the CDDCC Dropbox had already been offered, it was stated that it was now
up to the individual to follow up this offer and contact Maxine Smith.

4.3 Community Council Funding for Community Projects
It was noted the Community Council can help community projects apply for funding, and this
should be encouraged by all of the Community Councillors.

4.4 CDDCC Away Day Workshop
There was a reminder of the date for this event planned for Sunday, 28" February 2016 from
10am to 4-00pm in the Church Hall at Drumoak. As it concerned only the Community
Councillor, further information and discussion was to be conducted via email.

4.5 Crathes Developments
An update from David Morrish concerning affordable housing on the Crathes Development
was circulated. Peter Renwick commented that since the update was written, five of the
houses in Crathes Gardens had been taken over by a housing association.

Marion McNeil also enquired as to the speed limit signage at the Crathes development.
Howard Scholey replied the signs were up and it was a good example of the Community
Council working well.

There was a vote of thanks to David Morrish for his work.



4.7 Crathes Crematorium
Howard Scholey reported there had been no further updates. He had had an email exchange
in November suggesting a natural tree screen as the Crematorium could be viewed more
than had been agreed on the original plan. He continued by reporting he had received a
reply stating that all requirements had been fulfilled.

4.8 Park Quarry — Kincluny Village
Discussed at length later in the meeting under section 8: planning.

4.9 Garden of Crathes (sales office planning issue)
This was an issue raised by a member of the public, and was attended to by Howard Scholey
and Peter Renwick. It had been agreed the Community Council was to take no further
action.

4.10 Road Safety Survey
This topic is addressed later under section 7: 2016 priorities

5. COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS
5.1 Office Bearers
It was confirmed the following would continue to act as follows:
* Peter Renwick — Treasurer
* Maxine Smith — Vice Chair

Marion McNeil proposed the continuation of rotating the role of Chairperson, and Howard
Scholey seconded this proposal.

5.2 Co-options
Howard Scholey understood both Mike Taylor and David Reaich were to be co-opted’ but
this would not be possible due to the earlier co-option of Pat Scholey and Rhona Garry.
However, that Pat Scholey had tendered her resignation to allow for the co-option of these
two volunteers.

Marion McNeil proposed the co-option of Mike Taylor and David Reaich, and Howard
Scholey seconded.

The process for nominations in order to increase to the full complement for the Community
Council was briefly discussed. In the event of there being more nominations than vacancies,
than an election would be held.

Marion McNeil also encouraged the possibility for individuals, who may not wish or have the
time to become full members of the Community Council, to could take on special interest
topics.

6. FINANCE
Peter Renwick reported the administration payment from the Millhill Windfarm Community
Fund had been received.

The current balance was reported as being £1796-00 and this was one of the healthier levels
of funds held by the Community Council.

7. 2016 PRIORITIES
7.1 Bringing Communities Together
Community Action Plans



Maxine Smith, due to her absence from the meeting, circulated a working draft of
Drumoak’s Community Action Plan. Peter Renwick commented that once it is complete it
can also work as a template for Durris and Crathes.

Update from Drumoak & Durris Community Group

Marion McNeil gave an update on the Drumoak & Durris Community Group. The Christmas
tree had been installed in Drumoak, and the switching on of the lights had been well
attended. Some minor changes will be considered for the programme of this event next
year.

The Community Group had made two successful applications for funding. One of these had
been a grant towards the cost of producing the Drumoak-Durris Newsletter during 2016.
The other was to finance a feasibility study for the proposed redevelopment of Drumoak
Church and Hall. This is a joint project by the Community Group and the Church.

Road Safety Residents Action Group

Mark Ansell reported that following the completion of the as the Road Safety Survey,
invitations had been emailed to local stakeholders and residents, who had completed the
on-line survey. The meeting has been arranged for Wednesday, 27" January in Kirkton Hall
at 7-00pm. To date, 11 residents have confirmed their attendance. Mark Ansell remarked
he was keen to get stakeholders, including but not limited to Council Officers and Police, to
attend the meeting. From the surveys there have been three main priorities identified, and
the attendance of stakeholders will be essential to ascertain the actions which can be taken
by the Residents Action Group. Mark Ansell and Mike Taylor will be working on a draft
agenda which will then be sent to confirmed attendees in advance of the meeting.

Wind Farm Funding Applications/Projects

Mark Ansell reported on the two Windfarm Community Funds. Meikle Carewe Windfarm
Community Fund, which is administered by KDP, has recently approved successful
applications for the Drumoak-Durris Newsletter, the 1* Drumoak Scout Group, Durris SWRI
and Kirkton Hall Garden. This fund is now closed to applications until July 2016.

Mark Ansell gave examples of some of the typical projects which had successfully applied for
funding to the Midhill Windfarm Community Fund, which is considerably larger and open for
applications all year round. These included projects such as the resurfacing of bowling
greens, minibus transport, Christmas/flood lighting and many others, including sports
sponsorship of young people.

There was a brief discussion on how to promote the awareness of these funds, and Mark
Ansell pointed out the details for these applications can be found on the Community Council
website.

Drumoak- Durris Church & Community Project

Marion McNeil gave mention to the proposal for the redevelopment of Drumoak Church and
Hall. Drawings of the project can be viewed by the public in the Church Hall at Drumoak,
and will be presented at a meeting hosted by Drumoak & Durris Community Group and
Drumoak-Durris Church in February 2016

There was comment that perhaps, if there were to be changes within Drumoak Church, this
could influence the safe access for the new primary school at a later date.

Bus Shelters



After the AGM, Jim Singer agreed to follow up on concerns regarding the bus shelter at the
southern end of Sunnyside Drive, going toward Aberdeen. He had contacted the Public
Transport Unit about the possibility of replacing the bus shelter with one similar to that in
front of the new Bancon homes. He also suggested this new bus shelter could be set further
back from the main road into the grassed embankment. He received a reply from the
Principal Officer stating the Council would be investigating the feasibility of this and that
providing the cost was not too significant, it could hopefully be installed in the New Year. He
also commented he had attempted to get an update for the Community Council meeting,
but had not received a reply in time.

There was a vote of thanks to Jim Singer for the work he had done.

8. PLANNING
8.1 Park Quarry — Kincluny Village
Public objections are open till the 20" of January.

A draft report had been produced by Peter Renwick and it details 15 areas of objection. He
outlined these as being:
* Notin the approved SDP/LDP plans
* Not appropriate spatial concept and lack of links to Drumoak
* Development is not needed on basis of affordable homes
* Inappropriate location for affordable housing
* Development not needed locally due to multiple other developments in the Dee
valley, and does not reflect state of the market
* Detrimental to the countryside in 4 areas — visual impact, character, precedent of
creating industrial zone, impact on tourism and sporting pursuits
* Increase in traffic, impact on neighbouring areas —along B9077 to Aberdeen and
inadequate access to A93
* Increased safety risk for pedestrians / cyclists crossing the river
¢ Distance from public transport and no plan to improve this
* Unsafe location (proximity to fast flowing river)
* No plan for sewage, and impact on the Dee of the whole development
* No flood risk assessment and construction on a flood plain
* Education — both primary and secondary schooling issues

Peter Renwick commented in regards to the public transport objection he had measured the
distance to the nearest bus stop, and found it to be 850 met. This distance could be
considerably longer depending on a person’s location within the development. Sarah Holtom
also remarked that the buses already often pass people because of being full. In addition,
local GP surgeries are already stretched.

Sarah Holtom reported she and Linda Robb had taken photographs of the fields, and many
areas, where the development would be located, were flooded as a result of the recent
weather conditions.

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the procedures through which the application would
progress and the ways to object; both for the Community Council and members of public.
Clir. G Clark stated the application would go to the twelve Area Councillors for the
Kincardine and Mearns area. Clir P. Bellaby went on to comment that before this, there
would be a Pre-Determination Meeting open to the public; both Councillors and the
developers would be present. Colin Pike, member of North Kincardine Community Council,
advised that, because it was such a large application, the Community Council could put a



hold request in order to be able to fully discuss the development in advance of its next
meeting. In addition, the Community Council should focus on five key areas, one of these
being the risk of flooding and transport concerns. He advised the Strategic Plan from 2009
for this area should be consulted. Additionally as one of the aspects of the development
would be affordable housing, average income breakdown for this area and the prices of
these houses should be examined. Lastly, when the Community Council requests the holding
application, it should request to address the members of the Pre-Determination meeting
regarding these objections. Colin Pike also advised members of the public, who have lodged
objections, can also request to address the meeting. Clir. P Bellaby stated the Pre-
Determination Meeting offers the opportunity for people to speak, but only those who put
in an objection and specified a request to speak. Clirs. L and G. Clark believed this meeting is
Wednesday, 2" March 2016.

Colin Pike urged that PR, such as the use of the Deeside Piper, could be very important in
helping to encourage others to object. His final recommendation was to cease referring to
this development as Kincluny, and to call it Park Quarry.

Stephen Holtom questioned the effect these objections would have. Clir. P Bellaby
responded that the Planning Case Officer would read every public objection taking into
account the key points, and these would then be produced in a report. This would
subsequently be used to assess a proposal for or against the application.

8.2 Current Area Planning Applications
These included:
* Erection of Granite Entrance signs to the entrance of the crematorium at Crathes —
Ref No: APP/2015/3879
* Formation of 3 dwelling houses (including conversion of existing steading ) — Ref. No.
APP/2015/3683
* Conversion and Alterations and Extension of steading to form 3 No. Dwelling houses
and change of use of land to domestic Garden ground — APP/2015/3649
None of these were found to be contentious.

9. CORRESPONDENCE
It was noted there was no further correspondence other than that already addressed at this
meeting.

10. AOB

10.1 Outcome of the Woodlands of Durris street naming
Mark Ansell reported that the two names, one from the residents and the other from the
school, had been confirmed.

10.2 Public Transport (Buses)
Mike Taylor enquired if anyone else had experienced problems with the reliability of the
buses. CllIr. L Clark commented there was a local forum in dialogue, and that if there were
any complaints or points they could be forwarded to her.

Mike Taylor questioned the possibility of attaining night buses which would continue past
Culter. CllIr. G Clark replied this is a possibility, as there had been a night bus service restored
in Stonehaven. It was also mentioned electronic details of the time until the next bus arrives
at the stop will displayed in new bus shelters in the near future.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10:20pm.



