Responding to community needs

CRATHES, DRUMOAK & DURRIS COMMUNITY COUNCIL (CDDCC)

MINUTES OF MEETING

WEDNESDAY 7DECEMBER 2016 19:30 - DRUMOAK PRIMARY SCHOOL

1.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Community Councillors: James O’Flynn, Peter Renwick, Mark Ansell,
David Morrish, Marion McNeil, Mike Taylor

Aberdeenshire Councillors: Cllr. Graeme Clark, Cllr. Linda Clark, Cllr Jill
Webster

Aberdeenshire Council: Moira Simpson (Development Officer)

Members of Public: Ann Ross, Gwen Roberson (Drumoak School Council)

Apologies: David Reaich

REVIEW & APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
Marion McNeil proposed approval of the minutes which Mark Ansell
seconded.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
No additional issues were raised, other than those already present in the
agenda.

POLICE REPORT

The Community Council had not received a police report. A member of the
Community Council did mention some incidents of break-ins and theft in the
Crathes area.

It was discussed that an agreement needed to be reached regarding the
relationship between the police and Community Council. If this relationship
included police reports then they would be needed from the Portlethen and
Banchory departments so as to encompass all areas of the Community
Council.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING PRESENTATION & FEEDBACK
The presentation was held at the beginning of the meeting as Moira Simpson
had to travel.

Moira Simpson a Development Officer, covering the MARR area gave a
presentation on affordable housing to the Community Council. A presentation
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had been requested due to questions from Community Councillors regarding
the Crathes development, in particular the marketing of affordable housing.

Moira Simpson circulated powerpoint presentation print outs to those at the
meeting. Her presentation aimed to provide an overview of the pricing of the
housing and the method used to decide upon it. In addition, the presentation
would discuss some of the demographics that different types of affordable
housing was accessible to.

During the presentation discussion arose about issues with social integration
and the pause in work at the Crathes development.

6. ROAD SAFETY
Mike Taylor previous to the meeting had circulated an email from Peter
McCallum regarding road safety issues in Drumoak. He was waiting for
further comments from other Community Councillors for a full response.

A document was compiled of resolved and continuing road safety issues for
the Community Council Outstanding issues included the 30mph zone in
Crathes, which had recently been surveyed. Results showed incidents of cars
travelling over 105mph going south. Currently the response from the roads
department was to move the 30mph signs further south. The drainage problem
in Drumoak continued however there was said to be an investigation soon by
Stewart Milne. An interim measure was established for the problem with salt
piles on the side of the road for use to prevent icing. There was also to be
additional drainage installed by the 9" of December. The crossings in
Drumoak would have the flashing 20mph lights repaired by the end of the
year. Lastly, there continued to be no signs for directions to the school.

Discussion arose about the continuing problems felt surrounding safe access to
the Drumoak primary school. It was suggested to the Community Council that
a complaint about the specific issues found in the council system during this
process could be sent to the area manager. James O’Flynn also suggested that
other community groups could raise similar complaints. It was decided that
Mark Ansell and Mike Taylor would compose a letter together in coordination
with Gwen Roberson. In addition, it was suggested that parents could also
send individual complaints and that the pupil council could write a piece as
well.

Some outstanding issues in Durris included the 50mph zone on the South
Deeside. There remained questions if it would change because of the building
of two new properties in the area. Another issues was the extension of the
20mph zone and installation of a traffic sign warning of children.

In Crathes there was new plans for a traffic calming island that could be
installed, that would be unaffected by changes in the development
applications. David Morrish had written a letter addressing problems with the
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development in Crathes which was decided to be sent to Ralph Singleton and
copied to Angela Funk on behalf of the Community Council.

7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Mark Ansell had circulated an image of the Woodlands of Durris because of
applications for properties in four areas of brownfield sites which had been
accepted. There was no objections raised.

Peter Renwick also commented that there was more documentation about the
Crathes Stewart Milne development on the planning website.

8. AOCB
Marion McNeil continued to work with KDP on the Drumoak Community
Action Plan. There was planning for a public meeting regarding the action
plan at some date in February 2017.

The Midhill windfarm fund application from the school nursery for outdoor
equipment was approved. Another application was submitted for the Banchory
Sports village, which documents were circulated for. The sum being applied
for was very large so Mark Ansell was to contact Fred Olson to enquire about
the amounts available for this application.

Some Community Councillors had attended an excellent meeting regarding
broadband issues for the Durris area. There was a positive outcome with a
subcommittee being formed to improve broadband.

Marion McNeil informed the Community Council that the newsletter would
be unable to continue without any other support. The newsletter has been in

existence for 20 years.

CllIr. Graeme Clark said there was a budget engagement meeting on the 15"
December for Community Councils to discuss problems with the budget.

Peter Renwick reported that there had been little change in the Community
Council’s finances, since the previous meeting.

Mark Ansell commented about the new windmill farm of 11 turbines proposed
near the Slug Road. If any Community Councillors had comments on the
windmill farm they could be sent to Mark Ansell.

The next meeting will be held on the 1* of February 2017.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:45.
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