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Responding	to	community	needs	
	

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
CRATHES, DRUMOAK & DURRIS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Wednesday, 2nd November 2016 – 19:30 
 
FORMAL AGM BUSINESS – 19:30 
 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Peter Renwick proceeded as Chair of the meeting and introduced the 
Committee as follows: 
 
James O’Flynn – Co-opted representation for Crathes 
Mike Taylor – Secretary - elected representation for Drumoak 
Marion McNeil – elected representation for Drumoak 
David Reaich – co-opted representation for Drumoak 
Peter Renwick – Treasurer - elected representation for Crathes 
Rhona Garry – minute secretary and youth representation for Drumoak 

 
2. APOLOGIES 

David Morrish was absent for AGM, however attended the following 
Community Council monthly meeting. 

 
3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS AGM 

There was no formal amendments or corrections to the 2015 AGM minutes. 
Marion McNeil proposed acceptance of the minutes and Mark Ansell 
seconded. 

 
4. COMMUNITY COUNCIL’S ANNUAL REPORT & FINANCIAL 

STATEMENTS 
Chairperson’s Report 
As there had been no constant chair for this term of the Community Council, 
the report was compiled and agreed upon by all councillors. Main points of the 
report included, struggling recruitment and the annual away day. The 
complete document is found at the end of the minutes and is available on the 
Community Council’s website.  
 
The floor was opened for comments and questions. Peter Bellarby commented 
that the Community Council had handled the difficulties through the year very 
well.  
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It was also suggested that the AGM minutes could be accepted at the next 
meeting, rather than the next AGM.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The financial report as of 31st October 2016 compiled by the Treasurer can be 
found at end of minutes and on the Community Council’s website 
 
Questions and comments from the floor were invited. There was discussion 
surrounding funding for advertisements for next year. Peter Renwick would 
explore the possibility of funding for the first advertisement of the year. 
 
Mark Ansell proposed to accept the Financial Report. David Reaich seconded. 

 
5. CONFIRMATION OF ELECTION OF CO-OPTD MEMBERS FROM 

2016 
Co-opted members are as listed below 
 
David Morrish – Crathes 
James O’Flynn – Crathes 
David Reaich – Drumoak  
 
Peter Renwick proposed for the members to be duly elected as fully elected 
members. All agreed. 

 
6. NOMINATION & ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 

The chairing of the meeting was passed to Cllr. Linda Clark to preside over 
the nomination and election of office bearers.  
 
Marion McNeil and Peter Renwick would continue their current roles of 
Secretary and Treasure respectively. Rhona Garry will also continue on as 
Minute Secretary. David Reaich is proposed as chair by Peter Renwick and 
seconded by Mark Ansell. He accepts the nomination. Marion McNeil 
proposes James O’Flynn as Vice Chair, which Peter Renwick seconds. The 
nomination is accepted.  
 
Following the nomination and elections the office bearers are as listed: 
 
David Reaich – Chair 
James O’Flynn – Vice Chair 
Peter Renwick – Treasurer 
Marion McNeil – Secretary  

 
There being no further formal business, the AGM concludes at 8:15. 
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Annual	Report	2015-16	
	
2015-16	has	been	a	year	of	transition	for	the	Community	Council	(CC).			
	
Since	 the	 AGM	 in	 November	 2015,	 the	 CC	 has	 been	 struggling	 to	 attract	 new	
members	 to	ensure	each	ward	has	 the	 full	 compliment	of	 councillors	 to	 represent	
their	communities.		
	
With	membership	 levels	 close	 to	 the	minimum	 of	 7	 during	 this	 year,	 we	 saw	 the	
departure	of	Maxine	Smith	in	March	and	Howard	Scholey	in	October,	both	of	whom	
were	acting	chairs.	Fortunately	we	were	able	to	add	Rhona	Garry,	Mike	Taylor	and	
David	 Reaich	 during	 the	 year	 and	 co-opt	 a	 number	 of	 residents	 to	 help.	 The	 CC	
would	 like	 to	extend	their	 thanks	 to	Maxine	and	Howard	 for	 their	contributions	 to	
CDDCC.	
	
The	CC	held	 its	 annual	away	day	 in	February	and	 it	was	 clear	 that	 in	order	 to	add	
value	to	the	Community	the	CC	would	need	to	focus	its	limited	resources.		A	number	
of	key	themes	came	out	of	that	day:	
	

1) Stabilising	the	CC	membership	and	recruiting	new	members,	
2) Maintaining	 high	 quality,	 well	 thought	 out	 responses	 to	 strategic	 planning	

applications	
3) Improving	 communication,	 distributing	 windfarm	 funds	 and	 linking	 the	 3	

communities	more	closely,		
4) Launching	a	Road	Safety	Campaign	

	
We	held	10	meetings	during	the	year,	some	of	which	were	not	quorate	(<5	persons).	
With	no	formal	chair,	the	chair	was	rotated	for	each	meeting	and	this	was	a	success	
with	all	CC	members	chairing	at	least	1	meeting.		Thanks	must	be	noted	to	Howard	
Scholey	who	agreed	to	be	Chairman	from	August.	
	
Review	of	themes	and	objectives	
	

1) CC	Membership	
As	previously	mentioned	CC	membership	has	fluctuated	through	the	year	to	
the	 point	 where	 there	 were	 real	 concerns	 about	 the	 ability	 of	 the	 CC	 to	
function.		
Recent	community	 involvement	 in	 local	 issues	has	seen	renewed	 interest	 in	
vacancies	being	filled.		It	is	hoped	at	the	time	of	the	AGM	the	CC	will	be	able	
to	announce	newly	elected	Community	Councillors.	
	
Current	Membership	(31/10/16):	
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Crathes		 1	Elected	 3	Vacant	Positions	 2	Co-Opted	Members	
Drumoak	 2	Elected*	 3	Vacant	Positions	 2	Co-Opted	Members	
Durris	 1	Elected	 3	Vacant	Positions		 0	Co-Opted	Members	
	
*	Note	that	Rhona	Garry	is	a	Junior	elected	position	in	addition	
2016-17	 will	 see	 a	 continued	 effort	 to	 recruit	 or	 co-opt	 further	 members	
particularly	from	the	Durris	area.	
	

2) Planning	Applications	
This	year	saw	2	major	planning	applications	with	the	potential	for	significant	
impact	on	our	Communities.	
	
a. Park	Quarry	Development	
CHAP’s	 proposal	 for	 development	 of	 1500	 houses	 at	 Park	 Quarry	 was	
objected	to	by	the	CC.	 	The	application	dominated	CC	meetings	 throughout	
the	year	before	eventually	going	to	a	pre	determination	meeting	in	October	
where	the	CC	made	several	depositions	against	the	development.		We	await	
a	final	outcome	on	the	application.	

	
b. Increase	in	housing	density	at	Crathes	
Stewart	Milne’s	application	to	expand	the	Gardens	at	Crathes	was	met	with	
fierce	opposition	and	the	CC	responded	to	local	residents	requests	to	support	
an	 objection	 to	 this	 application.	 	 A	 Sub-Committee	 was	 established	 to	
channel	efforts	in	responding	to	the	application	and	the	involvement	of	local	
residents	 made	 this	 hugely	 successful.	 CDDCC	 also	 benefitted	 from	 advice	
and	 feedback	 from	 neighbouring	 CC’S-	 especially	 Banchory	 and	 Kincardine	
North.	 	 The	 CC	 objected	 to	 this	 expansion	 and	 again	 we	 await	 a	 final	
outcome.	
	
The	 CC	 also	 contributed	 to	 a	 national	 review	 of	 Planning	 in	 Scotland,	 the	
findings	of	which	were	announced	during	the	year	and	are	available	on	the	
Scottish	Government	website.	
	

3) Improving	Communications	
	
CDDCC	 has	 access	 to	 community	 funding	 for	 local	 projects	 from	 two	wind	
farms,	Meikle	Carewe	and	Mid	Hill.	
	
Meikle	 Carewe	 is	 administered	 by	 Kincardine	 and	 Deeside	 Partnership	 and	
has	an	application	window	between	July	and	September.	
	
Mid	Hill	 is	 administered	 by	 CDDCC	with	 applications	 accepted	 at	 any	 time.	
Successful	applications	in	the	last	12	months	totalling	£5800	are:	
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• Durris	Hall	broadband	connection,	laptop	and	new	website	£1400	
• Crathes	Hall	table	tennis	project	£350	
• a	‘Wild	Garden	Project’	for	Woodend	Barn	£1000;		
• improvements	 to	 Drumoak	 Church/Community	 Hall	 to	 enable	

additional	community	events	to	be	held	£1150;		
• defibrillator	for	Drumoak	£1900;	
	
Applications	currently	pending	include:	
• Drumoak	School	Nursery	additional	equipment	£1280;		

	
All	application	information	is	on	www.crathesdrumoakdurriscc.org	
	
	

4) Road	Safety	Campaign	
In	 late	 2015,	 CDDCC	 issued	 an	online	 (or	 paper)	 Road	 Safety	 survey,	which	
was	 promoted	 via	 leafletting	 just	 about	 every	 residence	 in	 our	 areas.	 The	
response	 was	 very	 good	 with	 over	 70	 online	 responses,	 and	 subsequent	
analysis	 identifying	 the	main	priorities-	 to	 combat	 excessive	 speeding,	 road	
signage,	and	safe	pedestrian	crossings	and	school	access.	
	
A	public	meeting	was	organised	 for	 January	and	was	well	attended	by	 local	
residents,	with	representatives	from	Aberdeenshire	Council	Road’s	Team	and	
the	Police;	along	with	several	local	councillors.	
From	 this	 meeting,	 a	 short	 list	 of	 specific	 issues	 was	 formulated,	 with	 the	
intention	of	achieving	some	action	and	progress.	These	are	currently:	

• Ensuring	 safe	 access	 for	 pupils	 to	 Drumoak	 School	 including	 safe	
crossings	of	all	roads	in	the	vicinity.	

• Kirkton	of	Durris	speed	limit	reduction	from	50	to	40mph.	
• Address	speeding	in	the	new	30mph	zone	by	Garden	of	Crathes	
• Extension	of	40mph	limit	from	Crathes	to	the	Crathes	Castle	junction	
• Extension	of	the	20mph	zone	for	Durris	School	
• The	availability	of	mobile	‘speed	awareness’	signs	to	use	in	our	area	
• Excess	road	water	Sunnyside	Drive/Dee	View	Drumoak-	high	ice	risk	

	
As	mentioned	above,	response	to	date	from	Aberdeenshire	Council	and	the	
Police	has	been	disappointing.	
	
	

5) Miscellaneous	Activities	
The	CC	were	engaged	in	various	other	activities	some	of	note	include:	
	
a) Local	Broadband	–	Durris	
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The	 service	 to	 the	 whole	 of	 Durris	 has	 been	 appalling	 for	 the	 last	 3	
months.	Following	welcome	input	from	Durris	residents	at	the	September	
meeting,	the	CC	is	taking	this	issue	forward	with	the	appropriate	agencies	
to:	
1) Address	the	current	service	level.	
2) Identify	 what	 plans	 are	 in	 place,	 and	 timescale	 for	 ‘superfast’	 (and	

continuous)	broadband	for	the	Durris	area.	
	

b) Social	Media	&	Data	Protection	
In	this	year	we	started	to	address	data	protection	and	registered	for	the	
first	time	with	the	central	register.	We	will	need	to	write	procedures	and	
conduct	audits	in	the	future.	
	

c) Drumoak	Bus	Stop	
Improvements	to	the	weather	protection	and	positioning	were	requested	
and	fulfilled.	

	
Whilst	 this	 year	 has	 been	 challenging	 it	 has	 been	 immensely	 rewarding	with	 good	
strides	made	in	forging	closer	ties	with	the	community	and	the	groups	that	function	
within	them.	
	
Looking	forward	it’s	likely	that	2017	will	present	similar	challenges	in	recruiting	new	
members	 and	 the	 introduction	 of	 legislation	 relating	 to	 the	 Community	
Empowerment	Act	(Scotland).	
	
The	CC	would	like	to	thank	all	the	Aberdeenshire	Councillors	who	gave	their	time	to	
attend	our	meetings	and	all	residents	who	supported	us	over	the	last	12	months.	
	
End	
	
	
	
Attachment	:	Financial	Report	
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