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Annual	Report	2016-17	
	
2016	–	17	has	been	a	year	of	consolidation	for	the	Community	Council	(CC).	
			
Since	 the	AGM	 in	November	 2016,	 the	 CC	 has	 retained	most	 of	 its	 Community	 Councillors	 and	
however	still	lacks	the	full	compliment	of	councillors	to	represent	their	communities.		
	
Community	Councillors	have	 struggled	 to	balance	 the	demands	of	 the	 time	 required	 to	 support	
the	CC	versus	those	of	home	and	work.	 	This	 led	to	reduced	attendance	at	meetings	and	the	CC	
struggling	to	be	quorate	at	times.	
	
We	held	8	meetings	during	the	year,	some	of	which	were	not	quorate	(<5	persons).	
	
Review	of	themes	and	objectives	
	

1) CC	Membership	
As	 previously	 mentioned	 CC	 membership	 has	 fluctuated	 through	 the	 year	 to	 the	 point	
where	there	were	real	concerns	about	the	ability	of	the	CC	to	function.		
	
Current	Membership	(31/10/16):	
Crathes		 3	Elected	 1	Vacant	Positions	 1	Co-Opted	Members	
Drumoak	 3	Elected	 2	Vacant	Positions	 1	Co-Opted	Members	
Durris	 1	Elected	 3	Vacant	Positions		 0	Co-Opted	Members	
	
Emma	Windle	&	Cameron	Reid	Co-Opted,	 Cameron	 is	 a	Banchory	High	 School	 pupil	 and	
Minute	Secretary.	
	
This	year	saw	adoption	of	New	Scheme	of	Establishment	for	Community	Councils,	the	net	
effect	of	this	is	more	positive	in	terms	of	the	current	CC	make	up.	
	
Rather	than	each	settlement	have	a	set	number	of	Community	Councilors	and	a	minimum	
applied	 the	 scheme	moves	 towards	 an	 overall	minimum	 and	maximum	 from	 across	 the	
area	based	on	population	and	geographical	area.			
	
The	following	exert	shows	the	allocation:		
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2) Planning	Applications	
This	year	saw	2	major	planning	applications	with	the	potential	for	significant	impact	on	our	
Communities.	
	
a. Park	Quarry	Development	
CHAP’s	proposal	 for	development	of	1500	houses	at	Park	Quarry	was	objected	to	by	 the	
CC.		The	application	dominated	CC	meetings	throughout	the	year	before	eventually	going	
to	a	pre	determination	meeting	 in	October	2016	where	the	CC	made	several	depositions	
against	the	development.			
	
The	 final	 outcome	 was	 that	 the	 developer	 decided	 to	 withdraw	 the	 application	 a	 very	
positive	outcome	given	 the	circumstances	however	 the	CC	 remain	alert	 to	 the	 likelihood	
that	the	applicant	will	submit	a	future	application.	

	
b. Increase	in	housing	density	at	Crathes	
Stewart	 Milne’s	 application	 to	 expand	 the	 Gardens	 at	 Crathes	 was	 met	 with	 fierce	
opposition	and	the	CC	responded	to	local	residents	requests	to	support	an	objection	to	this	
application.	 	 A	 Sub-Committee	 was	 established	 to	 channel	 efforts	 in	 responding	 to	 the	
application	and	the	involvement	of	local	residents	made	this	hugely	successful.	CDDCC	also	
benefitted	 from	 advice	 and	 feedback	 from	 neighbouring	 CC’S-	 especially	 Banchory	 and	
Kincardine	North.		The	CC	objected	to	this	expansion	and	at	the	time	of	the	previous	AGM	
awaited	the	outcome	of	the	planning	decision.	
	
The	final	outcome	was	the	this	developer	also	decided	to	withdraw	their	application	again	
a	 very	 positive	 outcome	 given	 the	 circumstances	 however	 the	 CC	 remain	 alert	 to	 the	
likelihood	that	the	applicant	will	submit	a	future	application.	
	

3) Local	Funding	
	
CDDCC	has	access	 to	 community	 funding	 for	 local	projects	 from	 two	wind	 farms,	Meikle	
Carewe	and	Mid	Hill.	
	
Meikle	 Carewe	 is	 administered	 by	 Kincardine	 and	 Deeside	 Partnership	 and	 has	 an	
application	window	between	July	and	September.	

	
Mid	Hill	is	administered	by	CDDCC	with	applications	accepted	at	any	time,	2015-16	saw	the	
CC	distribute	funds	totaling	£5800.	
	
The	CC’s	aim	in	2016-17	was	to	improve	on	awareness	of	this	fund	and	distribute	more	and	
on	both	counts	this	can	be	viewed	as	a	success	the	following	applications	and	funds	were	
distributed:	

	
Application	 Funds	
Banchory	Sports	Village	 £	2,500	
Crathes	Hall	Table	Tennis	Table	 £	400	
Crathes	Hall	Acoustic	Panels	 £3,300	
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Durris	Hall	Equipment	 £	950	
Durris	Hall	Defibrillator	 £1,350	
Drumoak	Primary	School	 £1,280	
Drumoak	Hall	Defibrillator	 £	
NESOLG	Training	Funding	 £1,360	
	 £13,640	
	

	
All	application	information	is	on	www.crathesdrumoakdurriscc.org	
	
	

4) Road	Safety		
Following	on	from	the	2015	survey,	road	safety	continued	to	be	a	feature	of	CC	meetings.		
Each	settlement	has	ongoing	issues	which	the	CC	are	working	to	resolve,	progress	has	been	
slow	 but	 following	 the	 recent	 Aberdeenshire	 Council	 elections	 things	 have	 been	 more	
positive	with	elected	councilors	supporting	these	issues.	
	
Crathes	
In	 Crathes	 the	 main	 focus	 has	 been	 on	 the	 A957	 road	 and	 associated	 speeding	 issues,	
Stewart	 ilne	 the	 developer	 of	 “The	 Gardens”	 finally	 met	 their	 obligation	 to	 install	 the	
required	road	furniture	which	should	see	a	reduction	in	speeds	and	allow	safer	crossing	for	
pedestrians	in	the	area.		
	
Drumoak	
In	Drumoak	 there	 has	 been	 ongoing	 pressure	 to	 improve	 the	 signage	 and	 driving	 habits	
around	 the	 new	 school,	 in	 the	 last	 fortnight	 this	 has	 seen	 Aberdeenshire	 Council	 put	
forward	 a	 Road	 Traffic	 Order	 to	 restrict	 the	 speed	 to	 20mph	 on	 the	 entirety	 of	 James	
Gregory	Road.	 	The	CC	will	continue	to	monitor	this	action	and	hope	to	see	a	solution	 in	
place	before	year	end.	
	
Safe	access	to	school	continued	to	be	a	discussion	point	and	one	that	will	 likely	come	up	
again.	 	At	the	current	time	the	access	provided	is	safe	however	not	 ideal	 in	that	children	
still	have	to	cross	Sunnyside	Drive	twice.		It	is	hoped	a	longer	term	solution	can	be	found	
with	minimal	cost	impact	to	Aberdeenshire	Council.			
	
Durris	
Very	limited	progress	has	been	made	on	the	reduction	from	50mph	to	40mph	of	the	speed	
limit	 in	 Durris	 however	 it	 is	 hoped	 this	 will	 move	 forward	 in	 2018.	 	 Previously	 the	
settlement	 has	 fallen	 below	 the	 minimum	 number	 of	 houses	 for	 the	 40mph	 limit	 but	
recent	planning	approvals	should	bring	the	village	above	this	number	and	the	CC	will	press	
for	the	speed	limit	to	be	reduced	accordingly.	
	

	
5) Miscellaneous	Activities	

The	CC	were	engaged	in	various	other	activities	some	of	note	include:	
	
a) Local	Broadband	–	Durris	
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Mark	 Ansell	 led	 a	 small	 sub-committee	 of	 local	 residents	 on	 the	 Durris	 Broadband	
issues;	 this	was	hugely	successful	effort	which	provided	residents	with	a	great	 insight	
into	what	broadband	options	are	available.	We	are	now	able	to	reassure	most	residents	
that	progress	has	been	made	with	gainshare	and	most	properties	will	be	covered	by	a	
DSSB	proposed	rollout	in	2018.	

	
b) NETCO	–	Mountain	Bike	Trail	Durris	

D	Morrish	introduced	Patrick		Laughlin	who	informed	the	CC	about	plans	to	send	in	an	
application	to	build	a	mountain	biking	park	 in	the	west	side	of	 the	Durris	woodlands.		
This	was	a	hugely	 interesting	meeting	and	one	that	the	CC	hopes	to	hear	more	on	 in	
2017-18.	
	

	
This	year	continued	to	be	challenging	for	the	CC	however	it	is	one	of	positive	improvements	in	a	
number	of	key	areas.	 	 It	 is	 likely	 that	 the	CC	will	 struggle	 in	2017-18	 if	more	volunteers	are	not	
found	and	this	needs	to	be	a	priority.	 	Two	key	positions	exist,	Chair	and	Secretary	and	if	the	CC	
cannot	fill	these	roles	there	is	a	real	possibility	it	may	not	exist	as	body	moving	forward.	
	
The	CC	would	 like	 to	 thank	all	 the	Aberdeenshire	Councillors	who	gave	their	 time	to	attend	our	
meetings	and	all	residents	who	supported	us	over	the	last	12	months.	
	
End	
	
	
	
Attachment	:	Financial	Report	 	
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