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Responding	to	community	needs	
 

CRATHES, DRUMOAK & DURRIS COMMUNITY COUNCIL (CDDCC) 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

WEDNESDAY,  3rd May 2017 19:30 – CRATHES HALL 
 

1. WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 
Community Councillors: David Reaich (Chair), Mark Ansell, Peter 
Renwick, James O’Flynn, David Morrish 
Aberdeenshire Councillors: None  
Police: None 
Public : Emma Windle 
Minute Secretary: Peter Renwick 
Apologies:  Mike Taylor, Marion McNeill, Raymond Christie, Wendy 
Agnew, Cameron Reid, PC Greer 
 
It was noted that the meeting was quorate. 

 
2. REVIEW & APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The minutes from the non-quorate meeting held on 5th April were reviewed 
with no revision. They were proposed to be approved by Mark Ansell and 
seconded by Peter Renwick. 
 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
The matters were discussed during the topics below.  

 
4. POLICE REPORT 

Donna Barclay forwarded a report from the Stonehaven (K&M) Police and 
excused the presence of PC Greer. The report is available in CDDCC mailbox.  
 
The report outlined the current high level strategies of Police Scotland and 
stated that from June the report would be updated quarterly. It was noted the 
generally low level of crime in our area.  
 
The main issue for CDDCC was the travellers in the Glebe who have now 
subsequently departed (leaving a mess). M Ansell reported that 2 new barriers 
have been erected recently – both a height restrictive gate near the road and a 
barrier gate to the football field. Thanks must go to Cllr W Agnew who 
promised to action this in April. 
 
David Reaich will post the report on social media / website.   
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P Renwick reminded the council that we need to invite the Police to each 
meeting and D Reaich agreed to copy the Police on our google calendar.  

 
5. FINANCE 

Peter Renwick reported that the Community Council’s bank balance at end of 
January was £2,119.44, which had not changed from the previous 2 meetings. 
 
Mark	Ansell	reported	that	the	minutes	supporting	CDDCC’s	approval	of	all	
the	applications	for	funds	were	sent	to	Mid	Hill	and	receipt	was	
acknowledged	by	Jinjie	Gao.	
	
Mark Ansell also reported that the Miekle Carew funds would become 
available in mid summer again with potentially £5 – 6,000 available to us. 
Note our email inbox on 25/4 has a report summarising all the funding 
distributions made by Miekle Carew. 
 
Peter Renwick stated that an email from Marr, advised that there was also 
larger scale funding available up to £10,000 for specific projects. 
 
Emma Windle stated that Drumoak & Durris Community Group were seeking 
funds.  
 
We took an action to again refresh to possibilities for funding via our media 
outlets. Action D Reaich & Mark Ansell. 

 
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
Current planning applications were reviewed. 
 
In Crathes there were only 2 small applications to improve single properties. 
In Durris there were no significant applications 
In Drumoak, the Hill o’ Park application was noted – agricultural building. 
 
The CC also reviewed the request to review Supplementary Guidance on 
Developer Obligations and held a brief discussion. The CC agreed that this 
was a complex aspect of planning.We agreed that James O”Flynn would 
review the document and decide a course of action. Action JOF. 
David Morrish reminded the CC that Aberdeenshire’s next LDP phase would 
kick off mid year and volunteered to find out details. Action DM. 

 
7. AOCB 

(i) Co-option	Emma	Windle.	Citing	Emma’s	knowledge	of	DDCG	and	
Drumoak	school	and	her	involvement	with	defibrillators,	David	
Reaich	proposed	to	co-opt	Emma	Windle	onto	the	CC.	This	was	
seconded	by	Mark	Ansell	with	no	objectors.	

(ii) Scheme	of	Establishment	for	Community	Councils.	CDDCC		was	
notified	by	Aberdeenshire	Council	that	it	had	delayed	its	decision	
on	this	topic	and	had	invited	further	communications	and	a	special	
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daylong	workshop	in	Stonehaven	on	25	May	for	those	CC’s	who	
objected	most.	We	agreed	to	take	no	further	action.		

(iii) DDCG	:	several	members	reported	on	discussions	with	DDCG	and	
the	school	committee	regarding	social	events	in	Drumoak.	The	goal	
here	is	to	have	a	good	contact	and	co-ordination	with	this	group.	
No	action	required.	

(iv) Drumoak	PS	School	access.	Marion	McNeill	requested	the	CC	to	
review	the	situation	currently	whereby	school	children	are	short	
cutting	behind	the	church	and	making	their	way	up	the	hill	across	
open	land	to	the	soccer	pitch	to	access	the	school.	The	CC	agreed	
that	we	should	not	condone	short	cutting	and	suggested	that	
access	to	the	school	should	be	by	the	established	routes.	However	
it	was	suggested	that	all	parties	should	conduct	a	holistic	review	of	
the	problems	and	potential	solutions	with	the	appropriate	bodies	
to	decide	the	best	solutions,	and	if	new	houses	are	planned	to	
address	these	matters	early.	An	open	question	remained	who	was	
responsible	for	Roads	with	changes	in	the	Council.	It	was	noted	
that	Angela	Funk	who	was	in	Marr	may	be	someone	who	could	
help.	

(v) Noticeboards	:	David	Reaich	has	2	Robertson	logo’d	noticeboards	
and	one	may	be	used	for	the	Church	in	Drumoak,	however	he	
thinks	they	are	too	flimsy.		A	discussion	on	acquiring	better	
weather	proof	boards	for	our	area	followed	with	the	suggestion	to	
even	apply	for	funding	

(vi) Speeding	in	Crathes.	David	Morrish	suggested	to	acquire	and	
distributes	30	MPH	stickers	to	be	put	on	refuse	bins	for	
households	in	parts	of	the	community	affected	by	speeding	.	
Action	DM	to	investigate.	

(vii) Communications	and	mail	in/out.	Peter	Renwick	suggested	that	he	
(or	anyone	with	access)	issues	a	weekly	summary	of	key	emails	
since	a	lot	of	valuable	communications	are	not	being	addressed.	He	
suggested	that	we	be	more	robust	in	managing	our	email	account	
and	actively	delete	and	use	folders.	Note	all	CC	members	have	
access.	In	addition	D	Reaich	suggested	to	use	Google	drive	as	a	
collaborative	folder.	

(viii) Peter	Renwick	reminded	members	that	the	scheme	of	
establishment	required	us	to	send	draft	minutes	Marr	and	K&M	
offices	–	we	agreed	that	this	would	be	the	final	draft	i.e.	after	initial	
internal	reviews	(with	novice	minute	secretaries).	

 
The meeting closed at 9:15. The next meeting would be held on June 7th in Drumoak 
PS.  
 


