Responding to community needs

Crathes Drumoak & Durris Community Council Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, 7" June 2017 -Drumoak Primary School — 7-30pm - 9:30pm

Minutes

. Welcome, Introductions & Apologies

Community Councillors: David Reich, Peter Renwick, Emma Wendel, David Morrish, James
O’Flynn, Marion McNeil

Members of public: Mike Meldrum, Emma Meldrum

Police: Sheila McDarment

Council Members: Sarah Dickinson, Ann Ross

Apologies: Rosemary Bruce, Sandy Wallace, Mark Ansell, Mike Taylor

Review & approval of minute of the meeting on Wednesday 5t May 2017
The minutes from the 3™ of May were reviewed with no revisions being made. The Minutes
were proposed to be approved by James O’Flynn and seconded by David Morrish.

Police Report May 2017 report & related e-mail exchanges

Sheila McDarment introduced herself as the new Area Inspector for K&M and outlined their
strategy for the coming year. She requested co-operation with the public, reporting
criminal activity or anti social behaviour and indicated that contacts were on the Police
website. The Police had also emailed in a report which stated that crime generally remained
constantly low, with only 229 incidents reported to police Scotland, which resulted in 41
crime reports being raised within the Kincardine area. The police have continues their high
visibility patrols in an attempt to reduce crime in the area.

Police Scotland published this report on their website, where they detail the methods used
to avoid doorstep crime and how to report crimes properly.

As of next month, police Scotland will provide quarterly reports however, a member of the
police will still attend meetings monthly if no conflict with operational duties.

Finance

(i) CDDCC Accounts
At the beginning of the meeting the Community Council’s bank balance was £3464. In
the last month money from Mid Hill for all the projects had been received, cheques were
issued to the relevant group and all except one had been cashed. During the meeting a
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cheque of £160 was payed to Peter Renwick, to reimburse the 30 Mph and 20 Mph
stickers he bought for the bins in Crathes and Drumoak. A £35 cheque was paid to
Cameron Reid as minute secretary. A £13 cheque was also paid to Crathes Hall

(ii) Windfarm Funding Applications and Approvals
In the absence of M Ansell, P Renwick confirmed that £9851 was received from the
windfarm and were distributed to 7 local organisations. A Ross enquired if the CC
checked if the money was spent. D Reaich replied that most was spent on our Halls or
groups closely associated with the CC, however the Outward Learning Group would
need to be followed up.

5. Planning applications

(i) Crathes
No significant applications since previous meeting.

(ii) Drumoak
No applications since previous meeting. However, some applications are still
pending.

(iii)  Durris
Three applications were made in the Durris area. An extension to a house, the
installation of an oil storage tank and the construction of an agricultural building.
These applications had no judgment made on them.

6. Any other competent business
(i) Patrick Laughlin NETCO - possible future mountain biking centre in Durris Forrest
D Morrish introduced Patrick who informed the CC about plans to send in an
application to build a mountain biking park in the west side of the Durris woodlands
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(The area in the light blue shape). Netco is a charitable trust acting and Patrick is a
consultant helping to develop the proposal, particularly to do diligence on behalf of
NETCO to obtain the necessary funding. He explained the economic benefits to the
community and the potential for activities other than mountain biking. He informed
the CC that they had taken surveys and already checked the sites suitability with
respect to soil and drainage and the status of the forests in their life-cycle. The plans
were generally well received by the CC members with no objectors. Netco made it
clear that Durris was their preferred site for the project and that a planning
application for building would likely be initiated in the next year. Although a desk-top
survey taken by Netco suggested that four endangered species lived in the area (red
squirrel, kestrel, short eared owl and buzzard) — numbers were low, and they were
numerous on the eastern end of the area. Never the less a full environment impact
assessment would be commissioned once the decision to apply for planning was
made. Patrick’s report would be completed by Sept 17.

(ii) Consultation on Supplementary Guidance on Developer Obligations JoF
James O’Flynn reported that he had reviewed the proposals and was generally in
favour; the main areas we would comment on were 1) agree the unfairness of being
a 1*" developer, 2) requesting improved transparency on the whole process, 3)
questioning the whole context of affordable housing being imbedded in DO.
Ultimately with community planning in its infancy, communities would need time to
address such matters. The CC agree for James to submit comments on behalf of
CDDCC by 9™ June.

(ili)  Reduction of access to the Park stretch of the Dee DM
Community members have reported the gate being shut at certain times and barbed
wire being used to block the pathway. The Crathes Community Council will address
this issue in the next meeting.

(iv)  20mph Members Bill Consultation DR
The Crathes Community Council Agreed to support a Scottish Government proposal
to reduce the Speed limit from 30 Mph to 20 Mph in developed or restricted areas.

(v) Paperless reporting
P Renwick noted that Aberdeenshire Council advised that it was moving to paperless
reports and suggested we do similar.

(vi)  Review ongoing actions with newly elected Councillors DR
David Reaich proposed that the Crathes Community Council would address this issue
in the next meeting due to time restrictions.

7. Date of next meeting: Wednesday, 2" August 2017
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