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Responding	to	community	needs	
 

CRATHES, DRUMOAK & DURRIS COMMUNITY COUNCIL (CDDCC) 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, 1ST FEBRUARY 2017 19:30 – CRATHES HALL 
 

1. WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 
Community Councillors: David Reaich, Mark Ansell, Marion McNeil, Peter 
Renwick, David Morrish 
Aberdeenshire Councillors: Linda Clark, Graeme Clark 
Police: Sgt. Kinross 
Minute Secretary: Rhona Garry 
 
Apologies: Cllr. Peter Bellarby, Cllr. Wendy Agnew, Cllr. Raymond Christie, 
Mike Taylor, James O’Flynn 

 
2. REVIEW & APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Comments from community councillors had been received through email, 
with only small edits being made to the minutes. 
 
Mark Ansell proposed acceptance of the December minutes. Peter Renwick 
seconded.  

 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

There had been issues with police liaison, as the Community Council had not 
been receiving police reports. A report from the Stonehaven had been received 
prior to this meeting. 
 
Any other continuing issues were covered in the agenda.  

 
4. POLICE REPORT 

The police report would be shared on the Community Council’s website. 
Following a quick summary of the report, questions were welcomed. 
 
There was a request for general feedback regarding drink driving during the 
festive season for the area. Sgt. Kinross could not give specific details for the 
area, but said nationally there was a very slight increase mostly due to 
incidents the next morning. 
 
There had been a report of an incident in the Durris forest area of off-road 
vehicles. The vehicles are not allowed in the forest without permission from 
the forestry commission. It was recommended that if there were any similar 
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situations in the future to phone 101. Sgt. Kinross informed the Community 
Council that there are locks for the various access points to the forest, but 
there have been problems with some new keys being cut. He suggested that if 
images are taken of the license plates of the vehicles used to transport the off-
road vehicles then they can be used for identification.  
 
Peter Renwick informed the Community Council of one incident of illegal 
dumping near the Crathes bridge, just after New Years.  
 
There was discussion concerning traffic patrolling of the Crathes area, 
following the results of the speeding survey. It found that 95% of traffic was 
exceeding the 30mph limit, especially going in the South direction.. 
 
Concerning the police liaison, there would be continued follow up so to 
receive a police report for the Banchory area.  

 
5. FINANCE 

The Community Council’s bank balance at end of January was £2154 which 
reflected additional funds from the annual admin grant from Aberdeenshire 
Council and the admin fees paid by Mid Hill windfarm fund. 
 
The Mid hill farm had an outstanding application for the Banchory Sports 
Village, as there had been no reply from Fred Olson yet. There was discussion 
of changing the reviewing process of windfarm fund applications from an ad 
hoc way to a quarterly system. It was expressed that with the current system it 
was possible to deprive some groups of funding because the money would be 
already allocated prior to their application. It was decided for the present time 
to keep the reviewing process unchanged, as there were not large numbers of 
applicants. Thus, the risk of depriving groups was very low. In addition, the 
current system was beneficial to some smaller groups as it allowed funds to be 
accessed quickly. However, if the circumstances changed then the topic could 
be addressed again later.  
 
Mark Ansell commented that he would put together a summary of the Mid hill 
farm fund. Following circulation, the summary could be used to increase 
promotion of the fund in newspapers. 

 
6. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

The Community Council had given a letter of support for the Church’s 
planning, but it sparked conversation about conflicts of interests from 
community council members. David Reaich wanted to be sure that the 
decisions of the Community Council were protected. He commented that it 
was an error of transparency, that the issue should have been taken to meeting 
to discuss rather than decided over direct email. Despite the discussion, the 
decision was made by the whole body and the letter of support was signed by 
James O’Flynn. It was suggested that in the future at the beginning of 
meetings community councillors can declare an interest with any of the issues 
on the agenda, but could remain part of the discussion. 



	
	

W:		www.crathesdrumoakdurriscc.org	
Facebook:	Crathes-Drumoak-and-Durris-Community-Council	

	

 
7. ROAD SAFETY 

Mike Taylor was not present at the meeting so there were no road safety 
updates.  

 
8. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

The Community Council was informed that CHAP had withdrawn the 
application for Park Quarry and the Press & Journal had requested a quote. 
Discussion continued afterwards about reinstatement plans for the quarry. 
 
There were few local planning applications and none caused comments or 
objections from the community councillors.  
 
A short discussion arose on the LDP process and the timeline. The next 
approved plans would continue till 2020.  
 
Mark Ansell raised a point concerning eight new houses being built near the 
Woodlands of Durris development, despite some uncompleted aspects. 
 
The Community Council discussed the CraigNeil Windfarm fund proposed 
near the Slug Road. A proposed email would be circulated to the community 
councillors for review. Mark Ansell commented that there was a questionnaire 
on the windfarms website, that he would fill out on the Community Council’s 
behalf. It was suggested that the opinions of residents of Rickarton, as they are 
closest affected, should be checked with.  

 
9. AOCB 

There were several forums and meetings announced for the community 
councillors interest, such as MARR area committee and AWPR project update 
(22nd February). 
 
It was also confirmed that the Community Council meetings would continue 
with a rotation of venues. The March meeting would be held in Durris. Marion 
McNeil would circulate a list of all the dates and proposed venues for 
agreement.  
 
There was also mention of the Drumoak Park Shop being currently closed.  
 
Mark Ansell also gave a quick update on the broadband issue. A survey had 
been organized and sent out. Mark Ansell would be attending the next meeting 
so would provide a later update on the progress. 

 
The next meeting would be held on March 1st at the Durris Hall.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:20pm. 
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