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Crathes	Drumoak	&	Durris	Community	Council	Monthly	Meeting	
Wednesday,	2nd	August	2017	–	Kirkton	Hall,	Durris	–	7-30pm	

	

AGENDA	

1. Welcome,	Introductions	&	Apologies	
Councillors	present:	Sarah	Dickinson,	Ann	Ross	(present	for	some	of	the	meeting)	
Community	councillors	present:	Mark	Ansell,	David	Reaich,	Peter	Renwick,	James	O’Flynn,	
Marion	McNeil.	
Minute	Taker:	Cameron	Reid	
Apologies:	Councillor	Sandy	Wallace,	Councillor	Dennis	Robertson,	Councillor	Wendy	
Agnew,	Councillor	Rosemary	Bruce,	Councillor	Eileen	Durno,	Community	Councillor	Emma	
Windle,	Community	Councillor	David	Morrish,	Community	Councillor	Mike	Taylor.	
	

2. Review	&	approval	of	minute	of	the	meeting	on	Wednesday	7th	June	2017	
Proposed	by	Peter	Renwick	and	Seconded	by	Mark	Ansel	providing	two	corrections	are	
made	to	the	minutes.	
	

3. Matters	Arising	or	carried	forward	from	minute	of	7th	June	2017	
	

(i) NETCO	update	
No	 further	 update	 at	 this	 time	 however	 there	 has	 been	 activity	 under	 planning	
application	 APP/2016/0539	 (Erection	 of	 Dwellinghouse	 with	 Ancillary	 Office	
Accommodation,	 Cairn	 Mon	 Earn	 Durris	 Banchory	 Aberdeenshire	 AB31	 6BQ	 was	
approved	in	2016).		It	appears	building	on	this	has	commenced	–	NETCO	have	been	
advised.	Action:	David	Morrish	to	contact	owners	to	advise	of	potential	impact.	

(ii) Consultation	on	Supplementary	Guidance	on	Developer	Obligations	

Mr	OFlynn	gave	a	summary	of	the	consultation	and	quoted	the	following	response	“Thank 
you for your email below. I can advise you that we received 12 responses, which we are 
evaluating at the current time, for presentation to the Future Infrastructure Requirements 
(FIRS). Thereafter, a report will be present to the Area Committees, which will inform the 
committee report that will be presented to the Infrastructure Services Committee on 30 
November 2017 to agree to the intention to adopt the SG.” So	we	await	the	final	outcome.	

(iii) Reduction	of	access	to	the	Park	stretch	of	the	Dee	
This	was	addressed	in	the	previous	meeting.	

(iv) 20mph	Members	Bill	Consultation		
David	Reaich	investigated	the	proposal	further	and	concluded	that	the	report	wasn’t	
very	transparent	but	explained	that	by	reducing	the	speed	limit	from	30	to	20	MPH	
significantly	lowered	the	chance	of	a	collision.	Members	of	the	CC	raised	concerns	
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relating	to	the	cost	of	implication	and	if	the	money	could	be	better	spent.	The	CC	
concluded	that	it	was	indifferent	on	the	proposition	and	would	likely	support	its	
approval.	However,	the	CC	did	request	that	the	proposal	was	redrafted	so	that	it	
would	become	more	transparent	and	less	misleading.	See	appendix	1	for	more	
details.	 	

(v) Paperless	reporting	
The	CC	did	not	discuss	this	issue	in	great	detail,	only	mentioning	that	some	members	
had	gone	paperless	while	others	had	not.	

(vi) Review	ongoing	actions	with	newly	elected	Councillors	
The	CC	decided	to	discuss	these	issue	at	the	next	meeting	(only	2	Councillors	
present).	
	

4. Police	Report		
No	report	was	provided	as	the	reports	are	now	given	to	the	CCC	every	three	months	
	 	

5. Finance	
(i) CDDCC	Accounts	(PR)	

Three	cheques	were	cashed	with	the	CCC’s	bank	balance	now	at	£1911.44	David	Reaich	
also	advised	about	pending	Website	renewal	fees.	Mr	Renwick	advised	that	our	branch	
in	Banchory	would	close	and	services	would	be	available	in	the	Post	Office	and	a	
travelling	bank.	

(ii) Windfarm	Funding	Applications	and	Approvals	(MA)	
One	application	from	a	Durris	Scottish	Women’s	Institute	was	filed.	It	asked	for	£385	to	
cover	the	costs	of	the	meetings.	However	due	to	this	likely	being	a	re-occurring	request	
the	CC	will	have	to	see	if	their	agreement	with	their	agreement	with	the	windfarms	
funder	would	allow	such	an	expenditure.	The	CC	agreed	to	discuss	this	issue	at	the	next	
meeting	and	come	to	a	conclusion	then.	
Crathes	Castle	are	also	requesting	funds	for	a	defibrillator	but	had	not	provided	quotes.	

D	Reaich	Attended	 the	Craigneil	Windfarm	Consultation	 given	by	 ESB.	 	 The	proposed	 site	
borders	the	edge	of	Durris	Forrest.		The	turbines	will	be	significantly	bigger	than	the	current	
turbines	 in	 the	 area	 and	 will	 have	 visual	 impact.	 	 A	 full	 environmental	 survey	 has	 been	
carried	out	and	presented	in	an	EIA	as	part	of	the	preparation.		There	will	be	impact	on	road	
usage	and	plan	is	to	ship	turbines	to	Dundee	for	road	freight.		(75m	in	length)	

They	were	made	aware	of	NETCO	plans	and	requested	they	consider	presenting	specifically	
to	the	CC	at	a	future	date.	

ESB	have	a	10km	radius	rule	for	funding	–	this	would	put	all	3	settlements	in	the	radius	and	
when	 the	 exact	 location	 is	 considered	 they	 would	 be	 some	 of	 the	 most	 affected	
communities	–	recommend	we	push	for	enhanced	level	of	access	to	funding.			
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It	was	confirmed	that	M	McNeill	would	continue	to	be	our	Representative	for	Meikle	
Carewe	Wind	Farm.	

J	O”Flynn	raised	the	Climate	Challenge	Fund	(CCF)	which	offers	grants	of	up	to	£150,000	per	
organisation,	per	year,	are	available	for	projects	taking	place	between	1	April	2018	and	31	
March	 2020*.	 The	 deadline	 to	 submit	 an	 Expression	 of	 Interest,	 the	 first	 stage	 of	 the	
application	process	for	a	CCF	Grant,	is	17:00	on	28	August	2017.		Example	would	be:	Garioch	
Sports	 Centre	Goes	Green	 is	 a	 project	 to	 install	 energy	 efficient	 LED	 lighting	 and	 draught	
proofing	measures	at	Garioch	Sports	Centre	to	improve	energy	efficiency	and	reduce	carbon	
emissions.	It	was	agreed	to	promote	this	via	the	Website.	

6. Planning	applications	
(i) Crathes		

–	No	major	applications	
(ii) Drumoak	

One	application	for	a	new	house	near	Beach	Cottage	was	discussed.		It	was	noted	
that	a	comment	about	flood	risk	was	raised	by	the	statutory	bodies.	Otherwise	the	
application	seemed	non	contentious	with	several	other	similar	builds	in	the	
immediate	area.	

(iii) Durris	
A	proposal	for	3	holiday	homes	near	Tilbouries	and	a	single	house	at	Muirskie	
Grange	were	discussed	and	not	objected	to.		

Aberdeenshire	Local	Development	Plan-	Community	vision	workshops	

Number	of	items	of	correspondence	were	received	re	the	LDP	including	an	invite	to	attend	a	
workshop	in	October	2017.		We	also	agreed	to	invite	Mrinmoyee	Nath	to	a	future	meeting.		
Action	David	Morrish	to	generate	list	of	points	for	the	evening.	

Crathes	Briefing	Note	

The	CC	reviewed	a	briefing	note	written	by	D	Morrish	regarding	the	history	of	the	Crathes	
development	by	Stewart	Milne	and	agreed	with	its	contents	and	to	have	it	sent	to	the	key	
Councillors	and	planners	who	are	new	to	issues	faced	by	the	development	in	Crathes.	The	
CC	also	agreed	to	arrange	a	site	visit	to	co-incide	with	the	next	meeting	in	Crathes.	Action	D	
Morrish	to	send	the	briefing	note.	

7. Any	other	competent	business	
(i) Correspondence	In	/	Out	

Consultation	on	the	Council’s	priorities	this	also	includes	the	opportunity	to	input	
on	the	Local	Outcomes	Improvement	Plan.		Closing	date	15th	September.	
Aberdeen	City	Council	intends	to	commission	a	STAG	(Scottish	Transport	Appraisal	
Guidance)	Part	2	appraisal	for	the	following	transportation	project:		Aberdeen	
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Cross	City	Connections	Study.		No	comments	on	scope	of	work	local	councils	
identified	as	consultees.	

(ii) Newsletter	–	financial	status	&	support	
M	McNeill	advised	that	the	most	recent	Drumoak	&	Durris	Newsletter	had	been	
produced	and	was	well	received.	However	in	future	it	would	require	funding	of	£5-
700.	D	Reaich	suggested	that	all	the	community	groups	in	Drumoak	should	
collaborate	better.	Cllr	Ross	advised	that	funds	were	available	from	the	Shire	if	a	
body	was	constituted.	

(iii) Community	Action	Plan	
M	McNeill	attend	the	Banchory	Launch	meeting	and	has	enough	ideas	to	prepare	a	
CAP	for	Drumoak.	 	 	

(iv) Update	contact	details	and	distribution	list	
This	was	reviewed	in	the	meeting	and	will	be	publicised.	 	

(v) Review	ongoing	actions	with	newly	elected	Councillors	
Crathes	
	A957	30	mph	zone	&	A93	40	mph	zone	:	Take	D	Morrish’s	arguments,	and	forward	
to	Ann	Ross.	Action	D	Morrish.	
A957	Pedestrian	Island	:	We	continue	to	press	the	developer	to	complete	these	
works	as	planned.	Their	Roads	Construction	Consent	(RCC)	expires	on	3rd	
September	17	and,	if	the	works	are	not	completed	in	accordance	with	the	consent,	
the	Council	would	be	then	able	to	call	in	the	developer’s	RCC	bond	and	take	action	
to	complete.	
Drumoak	
Drumoak	School	Signage	New	and	Old	Signs:	There	are	no	direction	signs	for	access	
to	the	new	school.		These	signs	did	not	form	part	of	the	Roads	Construction	
Consent	granted	for	James	Gregory	Road.		The	Roads	Service	will	liaise	with	
Education	and	Property	teams	to	determine	what	signing	is	needed	and	how	it	can	
be	provided	as	part	of	the	new	school.		
There	is	no	signage	on	Sunnyside	Drive	to	the	north	of	James	Gregory	Road	–	Email	
5th	Nov:	We	believe	that	School	and	speed	limit	signs	are	currently	in	place.	These	
will	be	repositioned	slightly	when	the	new	Traffic	Road	Order	is	implemented.	This	
is	a	legal	process	and	is	anticipated	to	take	around	4	months.	Action	Cllr	Dickinson	
who	agreed	to	assist.	
Durris	
B9077	50mph	zone	:	There	has	been	no	further	change	on	the	speed	limit	on	the	
B9077.		If	there	is	further	housing	development	making	access	onto	the	B9077	
then	a	review	as	part	of	the	planning	process	could	be	appropriate.			
Extension	to	school	20mph	zone:	This	matter	is	being	reviewed.	Flashing	Children	
Crossing	signs	fabricated	-	RS	(?)	to	advise	when	signs	will	be	installed.	
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8. Date	of	next	meeting:	Wednesday,	6th	September	2017	in	Crathes	Hall	at	7-30pm	

	

Appendix	

1. 20mph	Members	Bill	Consultation		

What:	This	Bill	intends	to	make	it	easier	for	local	authorities	to	pursue	and	implement	that	
20mph	policy	 for	 the	benefit	and	safety	of	us	all.	 	This	Bill	will	 replace	the	current	30mph	
national	speed	limit	with	a	20mph	default	limit.	

Why:	that	the	risk	of	fatal	injury	to	pedestrians	rose	from	under	1%	at	an	impact	speed	of	
20mph	to	5.5%,	or	1	in	20,	at	30mph.	

Current	 Arrangements:	While	 the	 creation	 of	 20mph	 speed	 limits	 is	 achievable	 through	
TROs	 this	 is	 a	 very	 time	 consuming	 and	 expensive	 process	 for	 local	 authorities	 to	 take	
forward	to	cover	all	the	relevant	streets	and	areas,	as	set	out	later	in	this	consultation.	

	

Although	the	headline	figures	appear	good	it	is	worth	noting	the	following:	

1. Euro	IV	 is	an	old	standard	(2006)	and	has	been	superseded	by	Euro	5	&	6	–	Euro	6	
standard	for	diesel	cars	0.08g/km	v	0.06g/km	

2. Recent	government	report	on	 improving	traffic	flow	which	 is	known	to	 improve	air	
quality	 also	 recent	 commitments	 to	 move	 to	 electric	 vehicles	 nullify	 the	
environmental	argument.	


