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Crathes Drumoak & Durris Community Council Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday 10th June 2026  

APPROVED JUNE MEETING MINUTES  

 
1. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES  
   
 Community and Aberdeenshire Councillors: 

 
David Edgar (DE)– Chair and Durris rep  
Eveline Crossan (EC) – Drumoak rep – apologies sent  
Mark Ansell (MA) – Durris rep  
Les Oliver (LO) – Crathes rep 
Jules Wood (JW) – Drumoak rep  
Ewan Reid (ER) – Crathes Rep  
Anne Shearer (AS) - Drumoak rep – apologies sent  
David Morrish (DM) – Crathes rep  
Shaun Falcus (SF) – Durris rep, apologies sent 
Joe Barns (JB) – Treasurer - Drumoak Rep 
Jonathan Rose (JR) – Crathes rep 

 

  
 

 

 Councillors: 
Cllr Alan Turner – In person 
Cllr Wendy Agnew – on-line 
Cllr Sarah Dickinson – apologies sent 
Cllr Dawn Black – apologies sent 
Cllr Ann Ross – on-line 
Cllr Yi-Pei Turvey – apologies sent 
Cllr Eileen Durno – apologies sent 
 

 

   
 Others:  Tom Barter Churchill homes 

 
 

 Minutes:  
Sharon Hauxwell (SH) 
 

 

   
 The meeting was declared quorate (minimum, at current CC membership is 3).  
   
2. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES AND CC UPDATES  
   
a) Approval of Minute of Meeting (May 2026)  
  JB proposed, MA seconded.  
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b) Actions & Matters Arising from Apr meeting not mentioned below 
Cllr Dickinson – glysophate – update from email.  Signage wasn’t ready by first 
treatment session.  They hope to have it in place for any future treatments and will 
aim to communicate with community group ahead of this also.  AS had reported in 
her update email that they had in fact been back to Drumoak and that signage was 
in place this time. 

 
 

   
3) SECRETARY’S REPORT and CORRESPONDENCE 

DE encouraged everyone to look at this  
 
Aberdeenshire Community Council Networking Event 2026 – 26th September – EC 
advised she would be happy to attend this.   

 
 
 
EC 

   
4) Police Reports:     
 New report was issued ahead of the meeting.  Nothing came through from Marr.   

 
Cllr Ross advised there is a new Police inspector – Thomas Spencer.  Police are 
monitoring St Nicholas because residents have been complaining about the amount 
and speed of traffic due the Station Road closure.  Cllr Ross will share CPT with us so 
we can contact Mr Spencer. 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Ross 

   
5) PLANNING & PLANNING APPLICATIONS   
a) Planning in our Community (Organic Growth etc.)   

30th June at 3pm – next meeting with Paul Macari.   Will give him a few points ahead 
of the meeting.  Invite in the Gmail.  All welcome to attend. 

Churchill Homes – came back to speak to the Community Council again (attended a 
meeting in February) – brought floor plans and images of the proposed bungalows.  
Looking at approx. 6/7 houses in that area.  May be required to provide an 
affordable house (will be assessed when the application goes in).    Had been asked 
in February if it would be possible to include a community hub if this went ahead – 
confirmed the numbers and space would not be possible but would plan to form a 
nature walk beside the houses.  They plan to use local suppliers.   Came to engage 
with the CC to hopefully get our support when the application comes through.  
Once application is in, he should be able to provide a price.  They will fix the 
drainage issue in the field if they get the planning application.  No plans for a 
garage but will provide a large shed for storage.   
 
We requested a plan of the development that we could put onto our FB 
Page/contact the Bowling Club/School to get some feedback from the locals in 
Drumoak. 
  

 
 
ALL 
 
 
 
 

b) Applications 
 
Validated 
 
Week beginning 11/5/26 
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Week beginning 1/6/26 
 

 
 
No issues or comments 

 Decided   
 
Week beginning 18.5.26 
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No issues or comments on the above. 

   
 DM has contacted Forestry Commission to advise there is an area they should be 

sending the information to us, rather than Banchory where it has been getting sent 
to. 

 

   
c) Local Place Plans   

EC not present to feedback. 

 
 

6   
a) Road Safety  
i) Kirkton of Durris 40mph  
 Cllr Turner – hasn’t had a specific answer on this.  As soon as he has something, he 

will pass this on. 
 

   
ii) A93 Park & A93 / A957 Crathes request  
 DM will work on his statement for our request to change the speed limit this week-

end.  
DM 

   
b) Park Quarry  
 Will wait until after meeting with Paul Macari before contacting them.  
   
c) Park Bridge  
 Cllr Agnew will continue to chase the report on inspection of bridge.    
   
d) Community Parth Network.  Kirkton of Durris – Woodlands of Durris Core Path 

Connection. 
 

 Still trying to secure funding.  A few come through on the Gmail but they are not 
always difficult to spot/find the time to complete the applications. 

 

 MA will nudge Stuart Young when he sends through the Place Plan.  MA 
 DE need to chase him up also about Forestry and DM needs to send him through a 

map 
DE/DM 
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 JR – advised a map was sent through his house (in Feb) with a map of the Leys 
Estate – Louise Potts is writing a report on the feedback from the consultation 
period.  Would be good if she was able to come and discuss the report once this is 
complete. 

 
 
JR 

   
e) Energy projects / Committees  

i) Convention of Northeast Community Councils:    

 Nothing specific to update on this.  
   
ii) Proposed Hill of Fare Windfarm:     

 Still waiting on some news on this.  
   
iii) Fetteresso Forest (Hurlie Substation/Bowden/Bellrock):   

 Nothing specific to update on this.  
   
iv) Proposed 400kV Overhead Line:  

 
 

 Public Enquiry hearing taking place next Tue – 16th June in Banchory Town Hall.  
2.30 – 4.30pm then 6pm – 8pm.  Total of over 30 speakers. AS updated through 
email on this:- 
 
“I’ve been working with Mark and the statements are in from CDD CC for 
Landscape and Visual Impact, Planning Conditions and for the Community Hearing. 
We’ve also signed up to the CC statements on LVE and Planning Conditions. 
Planning Policy has been dropped from the Hearing sessions as the reporters 
believe they have enough information on this. For Agricultural Operations, SSEN 
have been sent back to provide a LOT more information so there won’t be a 
Hearing on this at the moment. This is a good sign, the reporters are clearly 
unhappy with the level of information that SSEN provided and think their input is 
inadequate. John Campbell KC is working with the joined-up campaign groups, so 
we expect this to be impactful. 
  
I have also submitted personal statements on Community Impact and Planning 
Conditions and I will speak at the Hearings on these. 
  
I plan to attend the Hearings on Tuesday 16th June in Banchory Town Hall, along 
with Mark. We need to raise the profile of these events, 1430-1630hrs and 1800-
200hrs to maximise turnout. Can we put something on our FB page?   I’ll ask Kev to 
put them up on DDCG and if everyone else could share them on their Whatsapp 
groups to get the word out there. 
  
I cannot make the other Community Hearings in Tealing (17th June), Brechin 
(18th June) and Kintore (19th June) so it would be good to be seen at these if anyone 
else can make it. 
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I will also attend the Landscape and Visual Effects hearing on 24th/25th June and the 
Planning Conditions Hearing on Friday 26th June in Brechin. Please let me know if 
anyone else is going and we can arrange to car share.” 
   

 Need to raise awareness of this.  FB/What’s App Groups/Website 
 

 

 May well be other hearings specific to different areas after the community 
hearings.   
 

 

 Flyers have been produced – will try and get a copy of this so it can be put on FB.  
   
v) Proposed Glenskinnan Energy Park:   

Nothing to update 
 

   
vi) Glendye overhead line  
 Nothing to update.  
   
f) The Glebe 

AS updated by email on this:- 
 
“This has been an ongoing concern for people in Drumoak, with more complaints of 
‘Dirty Campers’. A neighbour had an unpleasant experience with his dog, wrote to 
Fiona Banks with all the details and she replied asking him to fill in a form.  
 
There is a meeting arranged between the police and the Rangers on 19th June at 
The Glebe, which I cannot make.   
  
The fire brigade were called to The Glebe on 6th June with reports of youths starting 
a fire. When the fire brigade turned up there was no evidence of a fire in The Glebe, 
but there was one in the woods to the north of The Glebe where there were a 
number of tents. This turned out to be the person who has bought this section of 
woodland, who I believe was within his rights to camp there and start a fire. But 
clearly local people are anxious with everything else that has gone on.” 
 
Letter from Fiona Banks in the Gmail.  Aberdeenshire Council is restricted by the 
Scotland outdoor access code.   June 19th – Police are going to the Glebe in the 
evening.  If anyone free would be good to have a representative. 
 
Owners of the Glebe – Church of Scotland – MA has made contact.  They have 
responded to this.   
 
JB suggested a couple of security camera’s would help immensely.  Could suggest 
this to the Church of Scotland?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL 
 
 
 
 
 
MA 

   
g) Flooding in Drumoak  
 Cllr Turner is waiting on a response.    
   
h) Bike Shelters  
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 No further information  
   
7) FINANCE  
   
a) Update  
 • The balance is currently £31,735.07 but there is £1600 to pay out from last 

month's applications. This takes the real total to £30,135.07 
• Transactions for the calendar year £7743.68. 

 
 

   
 MIDHILL COMMUNITY FUND 

 
 

b) Applications (Sept – Sept is the funding year for the windfarm budget) 
 
2 new applications this month and one application asking us to reconsider. 
 
101 – Aboyne Gymnastics – looking for £1000 for equipment (this would be a sum 
towards a total of £90K they are looking for in total).  We are saying no due the 
geographical location. 
 
102 – Durris Hall – looking for £1052.70 for light fittings – making lights more 
efficient.  Can’t support this just now.  JB will reply and ask for more details.  
  
Crathes – looking to replace the tables.   Looking for £3K.  DM will speak to the 
contact and find out exactly what the issue is.  Can also offer people to weld them 
if that is all that is needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 Craigneil Windfarm – has already been approved.  There will be funding from this.    
   
 DE will complete an update to the AGM post on FB to highlight how much funding 

has been provided to the community over the years 
DE 

   
 Cllr Turner reported that the grant from Aberdeenshire Community Council is 

being reduced to £888 next year. 
 

   
8) Aberdeenshire Councillor Updates  
 Cllr Ross:- 

Station Rd is closed for at least 6 weeks to investigate.    
Cairn o Mount was closed from yesterday due to damage to bridge.   
 
School capacity – Banchory Academy (see below) She advised that the report 
concerned touched on operational matters, she was therefore unable to discuss 
the operational analysis conducted by Sue Paterson at Banchory Community 
Council when they met.   
 
Cllr Turner: - 
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Reported on an event that took place on 20th March – held at NESCOL – this was 
set up as a skills development event and to look at opportunities for children 
leaving school to look at a career in renewables – what can be offered and what 
skills are required in order to achieve this?  Started with a keynote from Gillian 
Martin.  Took some questions – one was “how do we get communities on board” 
her answer was “ask the young people – they have a much better understanding.” 
 
Bus Forum held at Banchory Academy – route 201/202 included within this.  
Stagecoach took a bit of a hammering.  Said it will take them 1.5 years to improve 
the performance of their app.  Need to upgrade their ticketing system before the 
app can be improved – it is a national problem hence why it is going to take so 
long.  Ember system is much better.  Their pricing system was also queried.  He will 
forward minute when it is available. 

   
9) Strategic initiatives/Fundraising 

Nothing at this stage. 
 
 
 

10) AOB  
a) July Meeting – Wed 8th - Durris Hall (SH not available to attend or take minute) 

Cllr Ross and Les Oliver send apologies in advance 
JW also sending apologies in advance 

 

b) DE asked both Cllr Turvey and Cllr Black whether their local councillor positions 
would become available and if we might see a by-election on the back of their MSP 
appointments? Cllr Turvey had responded with this:- 
“The new legislation on Dual mandate allows cllr to keep on their duty and work if 
there is a planned election less than 370 days after the parliament election to avoid 
more cost related to by-elections and keep continuity. 
 
I will keep on working as cllr with the support of my colleagues, officers and team. 
(and if anyone is asking, the salary of cllr is deduced from the MSP salary) 
 
And I will do my best to attend CDD meetings virtually or in person when possible.” 
 

 

c) Banchory Academy – update from AS:- 
 
“I attended a meeting for Eveline with Sue Paterson (BCC), Peter Argyle and Paul 
regarding the council’s recent decision to increase the capacity of Banchory 
Academy, based on a paperwork exercise. The approach taken is fundamentally 
flawed and omits to address a whole load of issues.  The academy was built for 760 
pupils and the council are now increasing it to 1030, even though many classes are 
already in ‘temporary’ portacabins. The increase is likely to result in further 
restrictions on subject choices as classes will have to be larger. By increasing the 
capacity, the council remove any obligation for developers building houses to 
contribute to the expansion of the school, so it seems irrational. Sue has submitted 
a series of question to the council and is awaiting a response.” 

 

   
 Meeting closed at 21.45hrs.  

 


