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Crathes Drumoak & Durris Community Council Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday 10th September 2025  

APPROVED SEPT MEETING MINUTES  

 
1. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES  
   
 Community and Aberdeenshire Councillors: 

 
David Edgar (DE)– Chair and Durris rep - present 
Eveline Crossan (EC) – Drumoak rep – apologies sent 
Mark Ansell (MA) – Treasurer and Durris rep – apologies sent 
Lynn Coull (LC) – Vice Chair and Drumoak rep – apologies sent 
Les Oliver (LO) – Crathes rep – apologies sent 
Jules Wood (JW) – Drumoak rep - present 
Ewan Reid (ER) – Crathes Rep - present 
Anne Shearer (AS) - Drumoak rep - present 
David Morrish (DM) – Crathes rep - present 
Shaun Falcus (SF) – Durris rep – apologies sent 
Joe Barnes – Drumoak Rep - present 
 

 

  
 

 

 Councillors: 
Cllr Alan Turner - present 
Cllr Wendy Agnew –  present (Teams) 
Cllr Sarah Dickinson – present (Teams) 
Cllr Dawn Black – present (Teams) 
Cllr Ann Ross – apologies sent 
Cllr Yi-Pei Turvey – apologies sent 
Cllr Eileen Durno – apologies sent 
 

 

   
 Others:   

 
 

 Minutes:- 
Joe Barnes 
Sharon Hauxwell (SH) – apologies sent 

 

   
 The meeting was declared quorate (minimum, at current CC membership is 3).  
 
 

  

2. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES AND CC UPDATES  
   

 
a) Approval of Minute of Meeting (Aug 2025)  
   
  proposed Anne Shearer,   seconded Ewan Reid.  
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b) Actions & Matters Arising from Aug meeting not mentioned below  
   
   
   
   
3) SECRETARY’S REPORT and CORRESPONDENCE  
 Email about University of Aberdeen dissertation – no one has responded.   
 Email about Drumoak and Durris warm space report received  
 Email received for war memorial cleaning (Durris). Cost to be reviewed  
   
4) Police Reports  
 K&M report came through yesterday.   
 Anne Shearer asked about speed camera statistics – action to follow up and get data SD 
   
   
5) COMMUNITY UPDATES 

For next meeting, need to start deciding which of the following items can be removed 
from monthly inclusion to perhaps every 2-3 months. 
 

 
 
ALL 

a) Road Safety  

 No formal meeting on road safety. Noted that there have been a couple of recent 
incidents. 

DE 

 Ward meeting happened yesterday (SD). There was an update about the 50-40 
transition. It’s confirmed that it will be discussed on October 28th and then 
consultation will happen.  

SD 

 All speed changes/transitions not related to 30-20 change will be discussed after the 
process is completed 

SD 

 ISC meets at the end of November (next meeting is January). Likely that changes will be 
discussed later than this. 

AT 

   
b) Park Quarry/Nether Park Quarry  

  Anne stated that Mark has been in contact with Aberdeenshire council to clarify 
reinstatement plans. We can’t see phases 1 and 1a. Unlikely that Chap will have handed 
this plan over to JKR but we will find this out if we get a response. 

AS/ 
MA 

   

   

   
c) Park Bridge  

 David received a response from Tim Stephen. There is an inspection due before the end 
of the calendar year (and therefore a report due). The communication refers to limited 
budget and competing resources a couple of times. 

DE 

 Anne Shearer made an argument that there is no point in doing another inspection 
when there is a track record of no action on recommendations from previous 
inspections 

AS 

 Alan raised that we don’t know what the objectives of the inspection are. He made the 
point that he’d like to clarify that before challenging the inspection 

AT 
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 Dawn mentioned that the email from Tim was referring to rope access inspections. 
Anne then challenged that the inspection would be pointless 

DB/AS 

 Sarah raised the point that we should clarify with the council officers whether the 
inspection is driven by liability/insurance/potential identification of severe defects 
rather than maintenance 

SD 

 Anne mentioned that Donald McPherson has now retired. Alan stated that Phillip 
McKay will be taking on that function. Anne asked for clarity on who a named person 
will be to take on this direct contact.. noting that generic mailboxes make the council 
appear to be unaccountable. Alan confirmed that this is becoming more commonplace 
in the council. 

AS/AG 

   
d) Community Path Network.  Kirkton of Durris – Woodlands of Durris Core Path 

Connection. 
 

 Consultation platform QR code wasn’t working. Adam Ethos (consultant) has been 
chased on this matter. This has delayed the consultation 

DE 

 Mark has been in touch with Cameron Forbes and they’re happy with the plan. Forestry 
and Land Scotland is happy with the woodland plan but there are some concerns with 
the Kirkton Path. Still no response from Dunecht Estate (Stuart Young) 

DE 

   
e) Proposed Hill of Fare Windfarm  

 Hearings now complete. The big issue appears to be about the private water supplies. 
The council team have agreed this and the noise standards with RES but there have 
been objections from the community 

DM 

 Hill of Fare group review of progress being undertaken based on lessons learned. David 
and Ewan have been reaching out to them. (Simon – chairman) 

DM 

 Reporter will deliver report before January 20th 2026. It will then take several months 
after this to make a decision. Scottish Elections may interfere with this. 

DM 

   
   
   
   
   
   
f) Proposed new 400KV Overhead Line SSEN /Hurlie substation  

 SSEN application is now with the ECU and is being validated. David noted that we 
believe there to be errors in the submission 

DE 

 Proposal for routes to move 250T transformers are continually changing. Therefore the 
point has been made that people are unable to object if changes are being made at this 
stage. 

DE 

 David asked if we are all in agreement that we should attend the hearing to voice our 
objections. The meeting agreed that yes, we would. This needs to be confirmed by 
September 22nd. 

DE 

 Alan stated that the pre-determination hearing is likely to be chaired by Sarah and that 
typically the only people who can usually ask questions are councillors. The purpose is 
for councillors to be able to gather additional information. 

AT 
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 Confirmed that we would like to attend the Community Council Convention on 
Infrastructure for NE Scotland on October 11th @ 11:30am This will be in Stonehaven. 
Nicola Loosely and Steve McSwiggan 

DE/ AS 

 Deeside Against Pylons will be doing a mailshot soon AS 

 Email received from local residents noting the lack of consultation and style of 
communication. Anne suggested that they send directly to Gillian Martin (Energy 
Minister) 

AS 

 There will be an AI generated letter coming soon (Save our Mearns) in the near future AS 

 Ewan mentioned concern that there are rumours that government may be rejecting AI 
generated letters 

AS 

 Anne mentioned that NESO are consulting on Electricity Transmission Design Principles. 
This closes on the October 26th. Anne will send the link. 

AS 

 Jenny Sudder (local doctor) has done a lot of research into emf exposure. She has been 
communicating with various actors (Andrew Raeburn, Andrew Bowie etc.) 

AS 

   
g) The Glebe  

 Significant mess has been left in the Glebe recently. Rangers have been there and have 
cleaned up recently but didn’t engage with campers.  

AS 

 Point raised about adding a barrier with a combination lock JB 

   

   
   
   
h) Flooding in Drumoak  

 Alan commented that a collapsed drain near Keithmuir Gardens is still an issue but that 
there are no other updates. 
The other drain near the Old Post Office is still blocked/collapsed 

AT 

   

   
i) Bike Shelters  

 Agreed to skip this section  

   
k) Glenskinnan Energy Park  

 Developer has issued MOU that lays out how much money they would be giving 
out/community investment etc. There is a concern that engaging with this would be 
tacit agreement. Ewan attended a meeting with Mark Brennan (Local Energy Scotland). 
They have money available to help communities with legal advice etc. Banchory 
Community Trust, Stonehaven, and Ewan attended.  
 
Mark’s suggestion was not to agree to the MOU but rather to suggest an alternative 
version. He also suggested splitting out the community investment part into another 
document and also that there should be cooperation with other groups. It’s noted that 
Stonehaven don’t have a big objection to this (due to distance from development and 
considerable benefits of funding) 
 
Banchory Community Trust are interested in taking forward a proposal with Local 
Energy Scotland to get legal advice.  

ER 
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It’s also noted that there was some opinion that local groups could simultaneously 
benefit from funding and object, and that doing the former wouldn’t preclude the 
latter. 
 
Sue Patterson (Banchory Community Council) communicated with Simon Richards 
(Chair of Feughside Community Council) that Banchory Community Trust have taken 
money already and that Banchory Community Council are concerned that they may be 
compromising their case. 
 
Current status is that we are waiting for further updates. 

   
   
   
l) Mothballing of Crossroads nursery  

 Dawn stated that she saw one of the parents earlier in the week and that the nursery is 
open. Everyone seems to be happy at this point 

DB 

   
6) FINANCE  

 No updates  

 
 
a) 

 

Applications 

 

 No concerns/comments  

   
   
b) Update  
   
   
7) PLANNING & PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
a) Planning in our Community (Organic Growth etc.) 

 

 
 
 

b) Applications 
 
Validated 
 
Week beginning 18.8.25 
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Week beginning 25.8.25 
 

 
 
 Week beginning 1.9.25 
 

 
 
No comments to make. 
 

 Decided 
 
Week beginning 8.9.25 
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 No comments to make.  

   

c) Local Place Plans   

 David mentioned that has sent maps to Evelyn. Review to be undertaken when she is 
back from holiday 

EC 

   
   
8) Aberdeenshire Councillor Updates  

 No updates  

   
9) Strategic initiatives 

 
 

10) AOB  

a) October meeting will be Wednesday 8th October   

b) Westhill and Elrick CC has proposed a summit to collaborate and agree on a means of 
lobbying MSPs for better funding for Aberdeenshire Council/NHS Grampian. All agreed 
that we would like to be involved 

 

c) Sarah Dickinson gave apologies for next meeting  

d) Ewan Reid gave apologies for next meeting  

e) David Edgar gave apologies for next meeting  

   
 Meeting closed at 21:22 hrs.  

 


