Responding to community needs

1.

Crathes Drumoak & Durris Community Council Monthly Meeting
Wednesday 13t May 2026
APPROVED MAY MEETING MINUTES

INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES

Community and Aberdeenshire Councillors:

David Edgar (DE)— Chair and Durris rep

Eveline Crossan (EC) — Drumoak rep

Mark Ansell (MA) — Durris rep

Les Oliver (LO) — Crathes rep

Jules Wood (JW) — Drumoak rep — apologies sent
Ewan Reid (ER) — Crathes Rep — apologies sent
Anne Shearer (AS) - Drumoak rep — apologies sent
David Morrish (DM) — Crathes rep, apologies sent
Shaun Falcus (SF) — Durris rep, apologies sent

Joe Barns (JB) — Treasurer - Drumoak Rep
Jonathan Rose (JR) — Crathes rep

Councillors:

Clir Alan Turner — apologies sent
Clir Wendy Agnew — on-line

ClIr Sarah Dickinson — on-line

Clir Dawn Black — apologies sent
Cllr Ann Ross — apologies sent
ClIr Yi-Pei Turvey — apologies sent
Clir Eileen Durno — apologies sent

Others:

Debi Weir (Planning Officer for Marr) — attended in person

David Charnley from Police Scotland arrived at 9pm in person.

Minutes:

Sharon Hauxwell (SH)- online

The meeting was declared quorate (minimum, at current CC membership is 3).

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES AND CC UPDATES

Approval of Minute of Meeting (Apr 2026)
MA proposed, JB seconded.
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b) Actions & Matters Arising from Apr meeting not mentioned below
Glysophate — Cllr Dickinson has written to Sandy Scott (who is the Landscape Clir
Services Manager who | had been engaging with about proposals to trial mobile Dickinson
signage within the CDDCC area to inform communities when Glyphosate spraying
was underway) and she is waiting on a response from him. She will forward this on
once received

3) SECRETARY’S REPORT and CORRESPONDENCE
Path between Drumoak and Drum Garden centre — investigation has taken place
and it was assumed that the path was originally put due to drainage.

Tim Stephen met with Roads and the Planning Service about the section of the
path that was put in between Drumoak and Mains of Drum development

Cameron Forbes provided information that links the path to an issue of drainage at
the verge related to the Mains of Drum development. However, the officers having
reviewed the information provided and the planning permissions, have found
nothing to indicate that the path was a requirement by the Roads Service and
officers do not see that there would have been such a requirement. There are no
planning conditions requiring the path. From the council perspective, the path is
not adopted so there is no obligation to maintain it as a path. However, the path
area is recognised as a verge and is maintained as such receiving cuts in line with
verge maintenance protocols.

Clir Dickinson has asked Cameron Forbes if he can engage with Deryck Forbes to
see if there is any further input that can be made based on his recollections of this
matter. However, she is not hopeful of a change in outcome, and the path area is
most likely to continue to be maintained as a verge only. The officers advise that
the Deeside Way is a nearby active travel link running parallel to the A93 and
would be viewed as the appropriate path to use.

Clir Dickinson has been in touch with Eric Insch to update him as noted above and
will confirm the situation with him and the Community Council as soon as she is in
a position to do so.

DE encouraged all to look at the inbox and read anything of interest. ALL

JR to be given log in details for the Gmail Inbox. DE

4) Police Reports:
David Charnly (DC) attended the meeting in person from 9pm. He is aiming to attend
a meeting every 6 months from now on (either in person or virtually).
He distributed a report which he will send digitally — it will cover 3 months’ worth of
information and will be a lot more personal to our area. It will include an update
from DC himself. He can report on the information in person.
Feedback from Drumoak so far has been very positive — it has been declared a ‘no
cold calling zone’.
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DC suggested we request a FOI to get information about the speed camera on the
B0977.

5) PLANNING & PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) Planning in our Community (Organic Growth etc.)

b)  Applications

Validated

Week beginning 13/4/26

Reference APP/[2026/0635

Alternative Reference 100130983-006

Application Received Mon 13 Apr 2026

Application Validated Tue 14 Apr 2026

Address Land To Southeast Of Huntly Cottage Woodlands Of Durris Banchory Aberdeenshire

Proposal Conversion of Steading to Dwellinghouse Without Compliance with Condition 1 (Time) of Planning Permission
Reference APP/2022/2513

Status Awaiting decision

Appeal Status

Appeal Decision
Local Review Body Status

Local Review Body Decision

Week beginning 27/4/26

Sicuil AWAITING DECISION -]

Erection of Garage

Drumoak House Drumoak Banchory AB31 5HA
Ref. No: APP/2026/0720 - Received: Tue 28 Apr 2026 - Validated: Thu 30 Apr 2026

Status: §p/Se][p]5b]

Erection of Agricultural Building

Highfield Steading Hill Of Park Drumoak AB315HJ
Ref. No: APP/2026/0707 - Received: Mon 27 Apr 2026 - Validated: Tue 28 Apr 2026

No issues or comments

Decided

Week beginning 4.5.26
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Reference APP/2026/0707

Alternative Reference 100752529-001

Application Received Mon 27 Apr 2026

Application Validated Tue 28 Apr 2026

Address Highfield Steading Hill Of Park Drumoak AB31 5HJ
Proposal Erection of Agricultural Building

Status Decided

Decision Prior Approval Not Required

Decision Issued Date Thu 07 May 2026

Appeal Status
Appeal Decision
Local Review Body Status

Local Review Body Decision

No issues or comments on the above.

Local Place Plans

Debi Weir Community Planning Officer for Marr came to speak at the meeting — she
has been tasked with getting a partnership group back together (in the Banchory
Academy catchment area) Her role is to look at community engagement which in-
cludes the community council. Eventual aim will be to make a Community Place
Plan (from everyone in the catchment area). Needs to be planning and actions that
are achievable. Various partners are to be included — Police/Fire brigage/Educa-
tion/Health Service representatives. Keen for a member of CDDCC to be included.

Met with the Councillors and met with 3 of the other community councils.

If any events happening in the community — let her know she can attend and speak
with the public.

EC reported Sarah Eggeleton — regarding NTS’s long term plans for Drum Castle —
has sent her information and directed her to the LPP.

Working group meeting not taking place regarding Banchory Academy capacity
and school roll changes — there has been questions on some of the information
that was communicated so thing have been put on hold for the time being.

DM and MA met with Stuart Young from Dunecht Estates — they mentioned the
LPP and he asked if they had been consulted? ECis certain that they were invited
to contribute but did not respond. MA has offered to send the LPP to all the land-
owners and advise that they were approached and let them have sight of it and
welcome to respond.

ALL

MA
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ii)

b)

<)

d)

i)

ii)

Road Safety

Kirkton of Durris 40mph

Clir Dickinson reported that the KoD 40mph will not have to wait for the other speed
limits. The team are currently struggling with resource to get the consultation and
other aspects completed. They are hopeful to get this done during the summer
months.

A93 Park & A93 / A957 Crathes request
DE will chase up Stuart Andrew again

Park Quarry
MA suggested it might be worth arranging a site visit in the next few months.

Park Bridge

AS was not at the meeting but sent an update. She finally got a response from
Philip McKay to say that the work did not actually take place so there is no report
to forward. She is keen to know what the people were doing there for 3 days?

Community Parth Network. Kirkton of Durris — Woodlands of Durris Core Path
Connection.

Now have 2 quotes — just need to complete planning permission and get funding.

Stuart Young still has some concerns about the path from the houses to the school.
Might be more interested if it was to be built, to go through 2 fields rather than
the side of the road.

Crathes — path from river to the new houses — not planning to remove any of the
trees. Didn’t seem to know anything about the locked gate. Advised the ghillie
will be retiring soon.

Energy projects / Committees
Convention of Northeast Community Councils:

Public enquiry is taking place on the 16" ° June. Need to get as many people along
as possible. Got a group of 9 CC as well as 2 action group working on this. Looking
at documents and gathering information. There are 35 people speaking at Banchory
including AS and MA.

Please read email from MA (12" May in the Gmail) and see where everyone can
consider the gaps / opportunities for speakers to help cover with Mark and Anne..

Proposed Hill of Fare Windfarm:

Not discussed due to time constraints.

DE

MA

ALL
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f)

g)

h)

7)

Fetteresso Forest (Hurlie Substation/Bowden/Bellrock) :

Not discussed due to time constraints. However, Aspen windfarm consultation
dates, 27" May Newtonhill and 28" May in Stonehaven and again in July, encour-
aging all to attend as this will link to Fetteresso in some fashion.

ALL

Proposed 400kV Overhead Line:
As per the Convention of Northeast Community Councils.

Earlier in the meeting it was mentioned that the access roads to each of the pylons
are going to be permanent and will be kept in place. This should be discussed at
another meeting.

Proposed Glenskinnan Energy Park:

Not discussed due to time constraints.

The Glebe

Lots of communication taking place with Fiona Banks regarding signage. CDDCC
are keen for signs to be put in place to say NO fires and NO overnight camping but
she has explained that on sites where access right apply (including most public
parks and other managed open spaces) management rules cannot be used to
prohibit activities which are permitted under responsible access rights.

MA has written to the landowners of the Glebe (Church of Scotland) to ask if it will
be possible to plant trees we have been offered.

Flooding in Drumoak
Cllr Turner and CllIr Black not here to discuss.

Bike Shelters
No further information

FINANCE

Update
Our current balance is £32,099.57.

e We were awarded £500 last month.

e We had expenses of £277.99 (£54 of this is not yet paid as I'm waiting on
confirmation from Durris Hall)

e The balance when the remaining £54 is paid will be £32,045.57

Additional points below:

e 01/05/2026 - Meeting with Fred Olsen. Nothing major to report
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b)

8)

9)

10)

b)

e Thistle Wind Partners - we need to identify a specific thing that we want to

apply for (up to £500) something we think we need — please email JB di-

rectly with ideas ALL
e 13/05/2026 —JB had a call with Michael Gallagher regarding the Scottish

Parish Councillors initiative. He wants us to discuss getting the question-

naire link up on other Facebook groups, bumping it up the page a little

more often, and whether we have a mailing list that we can send to. DE

has sent JB a friend request which will allow him to have access to the FB

page. Will also direct JB to the mailing list JB/DE
e Regarding AVA funding, JB will pick this up this week. JB
MIDHILL COMMUNITY FUND

Applications

See screenshot below of applications:-

96|Crathes _|Crathes Hall Neil McHatie
97|Dumis | Woadlands of Durris Kirstin Pickett

3,000.00 | £ - Mo Ho
1233.00[€  500.00 | Yes Yes

Lindsay Reallocation of funds awarded 12th January
98|Crathes _|Crathes Parent Couneil Campbell thespcg 2022

1,650.00

ClaverHouse, Crathes,
AB31 51D

98|Crathes _|Crathes in Flower Ada Renwick | 07301583773 Flowess and supplies for beds and planters

1,250.00 5| 2026,

100|Durris _[Bowling Club Carpsts Sua Rudge

1,000.00 5| 2026,

All agreed the Crathes Parent council to re-allocate their funds.

2 new applications — Crathes in Flower — looking for £1250.00. All agreed to fund
£600 towards this.

Durris Bowling Club looking to replace carpets — looking for £1000.00. All agreed
to fund this in full.

Aberdeenshire Councillor Updates
No further updates at this meeting.

Strategic initiatives/Fundraising
Nothing at this stage.

AOB

June Meeting — Wed 10th - Durris Hall (Churchill homes would like to attend this to
provide an update)

Banchory Group Practice have a meeting on 19" May. MA wondered if anyone
could attend in his place?

Meeting closed at 2145hrs.

www.crathesdrumoakdurriscc.org Page 7 of 7
crathesdrumoakdurriscc@gmail.com
Facebook: Crathes-Drumoak-and-Durris-Community-Council



