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Crathes Drumoak & Durris Community Council Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday 13th Aug 2025  

APPROVED AUG MEETING MINUTES  

 
1. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES  
   
 Community and Aberdeenshire Councillors: 

 
David Edgar (DE)– Chair and Durris rep 
Eveline Crossan (EC) – Drumoak rep  
Mark Ansell (MA) – Treasurer and Durris rep 
Lynn Coull (LC) – Vice Chair and Drumoak rep 
Les Oliver (LO) – Crathes rep  
Jules Wood (JW) – Drumoak rep 
Ewan Reid (ER) – Crathes Rep  
Anne Shearer (AS) - Drumoak rep  
David Morrish (DM) – Crathes rep  
Shaun Falcus (SF) – Durris rep – apologies sent 
Joe Barns – Drumoak Rep 
 

 

  
 

 

 Councillors: 
Cllr Alan Turner -apologies sent 
Cllr Wendy Agnew – on-line 
Cllr Sarah Dickinson - on-line 
Cllr Dawn Black – apologies sent 
Cllr Ann Ross – apologies sent 
Cllr Yi-Pei Turvey – apologies sent 
Cllr Eileen Durno – apologies sent 
 

 

   
 Others:   

 
 

 Minutes:- 
Sharon Hauxwell (SH)  

 

   
 The meeting was declared quorate (minimum, at current CC membership is 3).  
 
 

  

2. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES AND CC UPDATES  
   

 
a) Approval of Minute of Meeting (July 2025)  
   
  JW – proposed,  MA - seconded.  
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b) Actions & Matters Arising from July meeting not mentioned below  
 Cllr Black sent an email back confirming that new tenant has proved themselves as a 

good tenant in the past and is therefore entitled to move into the Council house.   
 

 Drum Estate – LC spoke to James Henderson Operations Manager – reason for access 
being restricted is due to amount they have had to pay to dispose of fly tipping.  They 
will adjust the gate to allow access on-foot – not sure when this will happen. 

 

   
3) SECRETARY’S REPORT and CORRESPONDENCE  
 9 July – community resilience conference – EC might be interested in this?  
 18 July – Forestry email – DM to look at.  
 Cyclist email – JB recognises that a cycle path/lane is completely unrealistic given the 

Council budget restraints.  Suggested that it would be beneficial for a sign to indicate 
the Deeside Way at Peterculter for cyclists.  DE/LC will follow up under road safety with 
Tim Stephen. 

 
 
DE/LC 

   
4) Police Reports  
 AS reported about the Glebe – car driving on Deeside Way.  This has been reported to 

the police and they have come back today to say the owner of the car has been 
contacted. 

 

   
5) COMMUNITY UPDATES 

For next meeting, need to start deciding which of the following items can be removed 
from monthly inclusion to perhaps every 2-3 months. 
 

 
 
ALL 

a) Road Safety  
 Markers on the roads ready for the 20mph signs to go in.    
   
b) Park Quarry/Nether Park Quarry  
 Park Quarry - Meeting with Paul Macari – has suggested we need to email a complaint 

that the reinstatement of the early phases has not happened.  AS is concerned that if 
we go down this route then we will in effect be going against the Quarry.   

 

 MA suggested we try and meet in person again with them and try and discuss it.    
 MA will write to the council again to request the information regarding the reinstate-

ment information before arranging a meeting with the Quarry. 
MA 

   
 Nether Park – DM will keep an eye on this.  It seems to be re-instating. DM 
   
c) Park Bridge  
 DE to contact Tim Stephen to get their formal notice on the decision and what the plan 

will be that we can then communicate to the wider community. 
DE 

   
d) Community Parth Network.  Kirkton of Durris – Woodlands of Durris Core Path 

Connection. 
 

 MA and DE have worked on a couple of applications for this.    
 Have also completed a pre-application which was granted to can now complete the full 

application.   
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 Cllr Dickinson flagged that the last application is a participatory fund so involves 
members of the public voting for this – need to keep this in mind as will need to 
promote it.  She also advised that they do webinars to give advice on how to do this.   

 

   
e) Proposed Hill of Fare Windfarm  
 Public hearing will take place the first 2 weeks of September – Banchory Town Hall has 

been booked out for this.  There was an advert in the P & J.  8th September is the 
important date for the community hearing.   

 

 All 6 CC have been meeting every couple of weeks, and all submissions have now been 
put in.   

 

 DPA website – “WIN-110-4” can see all the documentation and can see who is planning 
to speak. 

 

 Peter Argyll (Torphins) is putting out a press release.    
 All 6 CC have donated to HOFWIG.  They have used some of the money to arrange a 

meeting on the 19th Aug to get a full briefing from the Kings Council of what to expect 
during the hearing.   

 

 Sponsored walk on 27th Aug – DM happy to send details to anyone interested in taking 
part. 

 

 CC convention in Aberdeenshire and Angus likely to happen in September (likely to be 
Stonehaven) DM will report back once he has more information or if anyone else hears 
about this please feedback. 

 
 
DM/ALL 

 DM will send out a diary note of when we require a representative and people can 
volunteer to attend different sessions so that DM does not need to be there for the 
whole time.   

DM 

   
f) Proposed new 400KV Overhead Line SSEN /Hurlie substation  

 As reported the following information discussed at the meeting with Paul Macari :- 
1. Hurlie: still working with SSEN on a couple of issues that are outstanding: 

construction traffic management plan and a couple of ecology issues. In -house 
ecologists have formed a view but Naturescot’s response will be key in 
determining the council’s response to SSEN. Every revision has to go out to 
consultees and if the application changes significantly then a new application is 
required, we’re not at that stage yet. Earliest to K&M Area Meeting last quarter 
2025. 

2. Pylons – waiting for SSEN to submit the application to the ECU. Guidance from 
Gillian Martin, Energy Minister has seriously constrained timeframes and makes 
it challenging for the council to respond in time (now 8 weeks, was 16). Failure 
to do so de-legitimises the council’s response and it does not need to be 
considered. Resources are a challenge as applications are coming in thick and 
fast. On Health Impact Assessment, there is little guidance in Scottish Planning 
on how to assess this with no evidence of health impact being available. Paul 
mentioned 'cable sag' issue now raised by farmers. 

3. Public objections (section 37) need to go to the ECU, the council will consider 
objections from the Community Council but not the public at large.  

 

 DE noted that we as a CC have not been informed of the Fetter Esso application – we 
are going to enquire why that is the case as Stonehaven have (and Mearns). 

DE 
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g) The Glebe  
 There was a meet and greet due to take place on the 1st August.  Fiona was there and 

the police did arrive but a bit late.  2 police officers arrived and stayed for a couple of 
hours to speak to members of the public. 

 

 Fiona still working on more signage.    
 Feedback on existing signs is that the visual image of the tent encourages camping – 

would like this (the tent – not the guidance) removed.  
 

 Fiona gone away with Aberdeen City Park rules – will see if these can be used/adapted  
   
h) Flooding in Drumoak  
 Cllr Turner/Cllr Black not present at meeting.  
   
i) Bike Shelters  
 SF not present to report on this.  
   
k) Glenskinnan Energy Park  
 Since last met – we submitted out scoping opinion to the ECU.    
 HOFWIG are supporting Save our Kerloch.    ER has reached out to the Save our Kerloch 

group to offer help/support. 
 

 AS also noted the following from the meeting with Paul Macari:- 
1. Glenskinnan: The proposal is likely to be submitted piecemeal by the developer, 

who will consider the best way to use the planning system to their advantage. 
This is most likely to be to the ECU under section 36 of the Electricity Act, 
Energy Generation. The turbine application will be submitted first as it is 
essential for the rest of the development and qualifies under section 
36. Getting it refused would make the other applications unlikely. 

 

   
l) Mothballing of Crossroads nursery  
 Cllr Black has been in touch with parents and Cllr Ross has been in touch with Laurence 

Findlay.  All children should be starting back at Crossroads nursery next week. 
 

   
6) FINANCE  
   
a) Applications  
 One application received - 85 Kirkton Hall Carpet Cleaning. £420 for the cleaning of the 

upstairs meeting room carpet, which is very dirty. A quote has been provided from Ul-
tra Clean Banchory. This cleaning supports the promotion of the upstairs room for busi-
ness and other events, which the hall is promoting and provide much needed income.  
All agreed to this. 

We have one application still with Fred Olsen Renewables for payment, from 84 Durris 
Bowling Club £1000  

Mid Hill Applications Process 

MA had a good conversation with Lynsey Craig, Chair of Feughside Community Council, 
regarding their experience with Fred Olsen Renewables (FOR) and the process they 
adopt for Mid Hill applications. This was brought about by our ongoing difficulties in 
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dealing with FOR, and looking at the possibility, and her views on, an independent 
body- e.g. Kincardineshire Development Partnership taking on the overall process, simi-
lar to Meikle Carewe. MA has also been in contact with Margo Titmuss from KDP. 

Feughside have a subcommittee handling applications, and their annual Mid Hill fund is 
paid in one lump sum which would make a tremendous improvement for us, and elimi-
nate delays, and constant email exchanges on payments and fund status. Banchory CC 
have also had similar problems to us and are also interested in adopting this simpler 
process. 

MA has contacted Chris Thacker FOR's new Communications Manager regarding CDDCC 
adopting this process (see Gmail) and he is looking into it. 

 VOLUNTEER FOR SOURCING FUNDING APPLICATIONS 

MA reported that the CC are currently trying to qualify for various funding streams in 
particular for the Paths Project. These sources for communities and groups are fairly 
numerous and once found, take an amount of time to complete the formwork. We usu-
ally have all the supporting information required but need input in completing the 
online forms, to meet the usual tight timescales. 

Is anyone interested in taking on this role, or know of anyone who may be interested? 
 EC volunteered to help (but is currently doing this for someone else at the moment)  
   
b) Update  
 The CC account stands at £1340.57 

  
We have just received our annual Administration Grant from Aberdeenshire Council of 
£933. 
  
We have recently paid the 4 Defibrillator's Maintenance contract £1495 to Grampian 
Training, like last year, which makes a major dent on our account. 
MA will submit a CDDCC application to the Mid Hill fund for this amount, as we did last 
year. 
 

 

   
7) PLANNING & PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
a) Planning in our Community (Organic Growth etc.) 

 

 
 
 

b) Applications 
 
Validated 
 
Week beginning 14.7.25 
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Week beginning 28.7.25 
 

 
 
No comments to make. 
 

 Decided 
 
Week beginning 14.7.25 
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Week beginning 21.7.25 
 

 
 
Week beginning 28.7.25 
 

 
 
Week beginning 4.8.25 
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 No comments to make.  

   

c) Local Place Plans   

 EC has updated the section about the paths.  It is ready to go out for public 
consultation.   

 

 Once she is back at the end of September, she will deal with responses and submit it in 
October.   

 

   
8) Aberdeenshire Councillor Updates  
 Cllr Dickinson – path between Drumoak and Mains of Drum – still working on this with 

the Council – this section could have been part of the planning condition for the 
building of Drum Garden Centre.  Other works are programmed for this month.   

 

   
9) Strategic initiatives 

 
Fundraising – will look at this next month.  SH to put back on agenda 
 
 
Sept elections and vacancies – may need to find a Treasurer – if anyone keen to take on 
this role please let us know – JB has volunteered to do this. 

 

 
 
SH 

10) AOB  
a) Sept Meeting – Wed 10th –  Kirkton of Durris Hall  
b) EC submitted a draft letter to Peterculter Medical practice to the group.  She has a few 

amendments to make on this but will then send it from the gmail account from the 
CDDCC.   

 

c) Website – JB will ask his son if he would be willing to look at updating this. JB 
d) Vermon at Drumoak – SH to put on agenda for next meeting SH 
   
 Meeting closed at 21.28 hrs.  

 


