Responding to community needs

1.

a)

b)

3)

Crathes Drumoak & Durris Community Council Monthly Meeting
Wednesday 8t October 2025
APPROVED OCT MEETING MINUTES

INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES

Community and Aberdeenshire Councillors:

David Edgar (DE)— Chair and Durris rep — apologies sent
Eveline Crossan (EC) — Drumoak rep

Mark Ansell (MA) — Treasurer and Durris rep

Les Oliver (LO) — Crathes rep

Jules Wood (JW) — Drumoak rep

Ewan Reid (ER) — Crathes Rep — apologies sent

Anne Shearer (AS) - Drumoak rep — apologies sent

David Morrish (DM) — Crathes rep and Chair for this meeting
Shaun Falcus (SF) — Durris rep — apologies sent

Joe Barns — Drumoak Rep

Councillors:

Clir Alan Turner —in person

Clir Wendy Agnew — apologies sent
Clir Sarah Dickinson - apologies sent
Clir Dawn Black — on-line

Cllr Ann Ross — on-line

ClIr Yi-Pei Turvey — on-line

Clir Eileen Durno — apologies sent

Others:

Minutes:-
Sharon Hauxwell (SH)

The meeting was declared quorate (minimum, at current CC membership is 3).
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES AND CC UPDATES

Approval of Minute of Meeting (Sept 2025)
JW — proposed, DM - seconded.

Actions & Matters Arising from Sept meeting not mentioned below
None

SECRETARY’S REPORT and CORRESPONDENCE
No comments
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4)

5)

b)

<)

d)

e)

10 Sept — Craigbeg Long-Term Forest Plan Scoping — ClIr Black, Cllr Ross and Clir
Turner would like to see this. DM will forward this to all Councillors DM

Police Reports
No comments

COMMUNITY UPDATES
For next meeting, need to start deciding which of the following items can be
removed from monthly inclusion to perhaps every 2-3 months. ALL

Road Safety

The 50-40 transition was discussed — ClIr Turner advised that we will know better
this time next month after it has come to K & M area committee. Cannot confirm
an exact date — could be Q1 next year but cannot promise.

At latest ISC meeting — Dawn Black has put forward a motion to review the policy
on speed limits at this meeting with the view of making things more flexible based
on place.

Cllr Turner advised that the ISC had to have the information about how the 20mph
would be rolled out before they could look at the policies regarding the reduction
of speed limits. Next meeting is the end of November. The 20mph roll out is
nationally funded, any other speed reduction decision would need to be locally
funded (cost and time resources need to be considered). Clir Black doesn’t think it
is likely that the 40-30 transition will happen until at least May next year — Cllr
Turner suggested we just wait until next month and then ask again.

Park Quarry/Nether Park Quarry

Park Quarry — Mark Answell emailed Lee Mathers regarding the original planning
application and the subsequent ones — and information regarding the re-in
statements. He confirmed that he is planning a drone survey and will share results
when he has them.

Park Bridge
Cllir Turner met with Tim Stephen and Philip MacKay — he will chase again and has
he has not confirmed what the objectives of the inspection are. Clir Turner

At previous meeting AS asked for clarity on who a named person will be to take on
this direct contact — ClIr Turner confirmed that this will be Philip MacKay.

Community Parth Network. Kirkton of Durris — Woodlands of Durris Core Path
Connection.

Meikle Carewe application — need provide some costs for this

Aberdeenshire application — still waiting on a response on this.

Proposed Hill of Fare Windfarm

All objections have now been submitted. Done everything we could have done
now. Just waiting on the outcome now.

Currently putting together, a document summarising everything that has been
done over the last 3 years. This can then be used by other groups who find
themselves in a similar situation (likes of Glenskinnan Energy Park).
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f)

g)

h)

k)

As a group of CC surrounding the Dunecht Estate — strongly feel that how they
have dealt with this as landowners was terrible — how it impacted the community
and how unhappy people have been with this needs to be clearly communicated
to them.

Proposed new 400KV Overhead Line SSEN /Hurlie substation

Application went in a couple of weeks ago. DE is working on the submission. A
leaflet drop has been completed. Submission due in on 20" October. ECU threw
out request for extension.

MA, DM and EC are going to the meeting in Stonehaven this — all CC’s — convention
of Community Councils. The hope is they can follow the Highlands model.
Meeting at Drumoak Bowling Club last Saturday — all 4 actions groups are now
working together.

AS has sent an email to request Agriculture be put back into TKUP 400 kV
Overhead Line Application

The Glebe

Fiona Banks has been back in touch with Anne since her emails of complaints that
had been sent to the CC.

More signage is likely due to be put up. Going into quieter period. Main thing is to
gather evidence and request public to complain.

Flooding in Drumoak
Clir Turner will follow this up Clir Turner

Bike Shelters
SF not present

Glenskinnan Energy Park

ER not present to report. Feughside CC are the driving force for this. The 6 CC’s
that have been involved with the Hill of Fayre Wind Farm and are going to meet
with them regularly to direct them on their experience.

Mothballing of Crossroads nursery
Nothing to update on this.

FINANCE

Applications
MID HILL APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

87 Drumoak Badminton Club; £700 application for season 2025/26 supply of
shuttle cocks. The hall rent takes most of the membership fees, and raising the
fees is likely, unless funding support can be found. This is likely to lead to difficul-
ties in attracting members. This is probably the most expensive consumable for the
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b)

7)

b)

club. Our funding will help another community group survive and attract new
members.

All agreed to this

88 Swimming Instructor Training £2524, Durris Dolphins. Durris and Drumoak Pri-
maries are the only primary schools of 5 feeding into Banchory Academy, able to
offer after-school swimming; Durris Dolphins has 55 pupils. Parents and pupils
teachers move on, requiring new individuals to train for Scottish Swimming
Teacher Qualification costing £631 per person for the 8-day course. Banchory
Sports Village require this qualification. Teachers once qualified also help other
swimming groups from our communities- Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.

All agreed to this
89 Drumoak Primary Hi Viz Bibs.£200 Primary 1 and 2, and nursery regularly

transit to wooded areas for outdoor education. These new bibs with school’s logo
will replace worn out bibs.

All agreed to this

90 Durris Kirkton Hall War Memorial Cleaning and Repainting Lettering. £834.72.
All agreed to this.

JB and MA had a very useful Teams meeting with Cris Thacker, Communications
Manager, Fred Olsen Renewables, regarding setting up CDDCC to hold the full an-
nual community fund ourselves, and allocating the funds as required. This will

save weeks and months (and chasing) in waiting on responses from FOR, Chris sees
no issues, and will come back to us.

Applications approved and In Progress

85 Durris Kirkton Hall carpet cleaning awarded

86 CDDCC Defibrillator Maintenance awarded

Update

CDDCC Bank Account £1174.57. (Our Mid Hill application 86 still to be added

£1495- Defib Maintenance)

PLANNING & PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Planning in our Community (Organic Growth etc.)

Next meeting with Paul Macari until next year in February.

Applications
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Validated

Week beginning 6.10.25

Reference APP/2025/1618

Alternative Reference 100728138-001

Application Received Wed 01 Oct 2025

Application Validated Mon 06 Oct 2025

Address Site Adjacent To Lochside New House Drumoak Banchory AB31 5HE
Proposal Demolition Existing Buildings and Erection of 3 Dwellinghouses
Status Awaiting decision

Appeal Status Not Available

Appeal Decision Not Available

Local Review Body Status Not Available

Local Review Body Decision Not Available

These are approx. 200m from the proposed pylon route. We don’t object to these
but would be surprised if approved.

Decided

None

) Local Place Plans

EC has no internet in her house at the moment, so this has had to be put on hold.
JB offered for her to use his internet if this would help.

Discussion took place about fibre provision in the area and it was noted that not all
areas in Durris or Drumoak are yet covered.

8) Aberdeenshire Councillor Updates
Clir Ross — mentioned the Glen O Dee hospital — Aberdeenshire Health and Social
Care partnership ran a meeting today in the Town Hall in Banchory — this was well
attended today. There is a survey out — Cllr Ross requested if we could all
complete this and promote this on our social media to encourage as many people  ALL
to complete these as possible. CllIr Yei Pay — also noted that paper copies will be
available in libraries and doctors reception area. Cllr Ross just wanted to highlight
again how important the community hospitals are. Also lobby local Councillors
who are on the Integrated Joint Board committee — this is on the Aberdeenshire
website

9) Strategic initiatives
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AOB
Nov Meeting — Wednesday 12" Nov — Durris Hall

Vermin in Drumoak

Clir Turner confirmed that landscape services are planning a tidy up in the area
affected.
Recent power outages

Parts of Durris are still without power after latest storm. MA has emailed in the
past Andrew Bowie and Alexander Burnett to highlight the lack of dealing with

MA
trees falling on power lines — he will find this email and re-contact them to
highlight how disgraceful it is that SSEN are spending so much of marketing and
advertising and are not looking after the basics.
Meeting closed at 21.10hrs.
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